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From the
Publisher

Finally the year 2014 is here and the remarkable Everest Cricket Club 
celebrates its 100th Anniversary! Congrats!!!
The British Guiana East Indian Cricket Club (BGEICC) was founded in 

1914 by J. A. Veerasawmy with the assistance of prominent middle-class 
East Indians of the day.

The first president of the club was Thomas Flood while J. A. Veerasawmy 
held the position of secretary/treasurer and J.A . Luckhoo the position 
of Captain and so it all began.

As we attempt to chronicle this extraordinary journey over the last 
century you will read many fascinating articles on how the club was 
formed, its challenges and achievements over the years.

Thousands of individuals have been members of the club and have 
socialised, played cricket, lawn tennis, table tennis and many indoor 
games including dominoes, billiards and now squash. Cycling and 
hockey were also regular features on the sporting calendar. Everest has 
been the recipient of many trophies in many varying sports over the last 
century and many personalities have left us with cherished memories 
both on and off the field.

 On the social side, the ground has been used for several attractions 
including Diwali fairs, melas, Coney Island and many barbecues and 

family fun days especially during the Easter holidays.

The club has hosted from seminars and meetings to some of the 
fanciest wedding receptions and parties and of course the renowned 
Old Years Night’s Parties.

Whilst we compiled and researched the materials for this anniversary 
publication we sought and interviewed many members, individuals and 
public alike. 

While we wished we could have made contact with all of you for your 
input it was humanly impossible. So many of you have migrated and 
sadly others to the great beyond. There are so many former and present 
individuals who have served the club with honour, dignity and humility 
over the years.  We would love to document your experiences and 
stories. 

To those of you who contributed to this magazine, a very special thank 
you. This book would not have been possible without you ……..Thanks 
Again.

This publication has only been able to put together a very small but 
significant portion of the history of this esteemed and reputable club. 

You will notice and observe many omissions in names events places and 
pictures.

We will continue to write and research the history of the Everest Club 
and so we kindly ask that you support us in putting together more on 
the history of the club. Oh how we long to hear from you!

If you do have any material to support this continued research please do 
not hesitate to contact us.

To the many companies and advertisers which have supported the club 
and this publication in particular, we simply cannot forget your kind 
contributions. We are immensely grateful. 

I would like to say a very special thank you to Mr. Rajesh Singh and the 
executives for giving me this wonderful opportunity to document the 
cherished memories and history of this club. 

Sincerely,

Vickram .P. Singh 
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I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Everest Cricket Club in this its centenary 
year. The one hundredth anniversary of the Club is intrinsically a historic and 
momentous occasion. For the Everest Cricket Club, having reached this milestone 

allows the Club to be ranked amongst the most successful and one of the longest 
existing cricket clubs in Guyana. These achievements alone are worthy of ecstatic 
celebration. 
 
Everest Cricket Club began as the East Indian Cricket Club one hundred years ago at 
a time when the social stratification of our then colonial country was based primarily 
on the tenets of race and class. East Indians whose ancestors had first come to British 
Guiana as indentured labourers and who were primarily restricted to rural Guyana 
had begun to advance economically outside of the plantations. However, they faced 
prejudices and others obstacles in elevating themselves socially, in developing and 
promoting their culture and in participating in sport.  The formation of the East Indian 
Cricket Club was therefore a landmark event, and equally due recognition of the 
tremendous strides that the East Indians were making both on and off the plantations. 
The Club provided an important pathway towards greater social recognition of its 
members and for them to hone and demonstrate their cricketing prowess. Over its 
history, the club has produced outstanding cricketers. It has also been identified with 
individuals who have gained distinction in various facets of national life. The club has 
therefore played an important role in the cultural development of East Indians. It has 
also been instrumental in the success of persons from other ethnic groups.
 
In 1971, as part of an Independent country, the Club rebranded itself as the Everest 
Cricket Club. The new name binds the club to its past and epitomizes its aspirations 
to aim for the highest ideals and performance on and off the field. Like the towering 
mountain after which it is named, Everest Cricket Club strives to become the number 
one club in the country and to urge its members to aim for greater heights.
 
It certainly has what it takes to achieve these goals. The Club facilities are well-
maintained and its sprawling turf is always immaculately kept. This has required 
dedicated leadership and solid support from its membership.
 
On this its 100th anniversary, I would like to encourage the executive and membership 
of the Everest Cricket Club to study the rich history of this club so as better appreciate 
that Everest Cricket Club is more than just a club a recreational and sporting facility. It is 
an historic cultural institution.
 
In this regard, I would like to encourage the club to continue in the tradition of providing 
opportunities for its membership in wide range of sporting disciplines and to expand 
its range of cultural activities. This would be a fitting tribute to the Club in this its 
centennial year.
 
H.E. Donald Ramotar
President of the 
Republic of Guyana 

Message from His Excellency Donald Ramotar
President of the Republic of Guyana

to the Everest Cricket Club on the occasion of the Club’s 

100th Anniversary
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Message from His Hon. Dr. Frank Anthony
Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport

to the Everest Cricket Club on the occasion of the Club’s 
100th Anniversary

Allow me to thank you for this generous invitation to celebrate with you The 
100th Anniversary of your club The Everest Cricket Club. This is indeed quite a 
milestone and it took quality leadership, the fortitude and the vision to achieve 

this century. Congratulations.

Cricket in both Guyana and the Everest Cricket club have had a long history. Since John 
A Veerasawmy founded the then British Guiana East Indian Cricket Club in 1914, the 
development of cricket amongst East Indians continues to impress.

Veerasawmy was so passionate about the development of cricket amongst East Indians 
that in 1915 he leased his property in Queenstown to the club. This club has played 
a seminal role in the development of cricket in Guyana and in the early days was 
instrumental in developing cricket among East Indians.

You have a very rich history associated with very many Guyanese cricketers like Kanhai, 
Solomon, Wilfred Edun , Len Baichan and so many others and there are so many young 
aspiring greats emerging from the club.

I recall the days when Everest Cricket Club was leading the cricket scene in Guyana.
In recognition of this I urge you to strive to regain that mantle of leadership.
Everest must lead the way and promote both indoor and other outdoor sports to the 
population.

I wish to stress the importance of this organization to document and preserve its rich 
history so as to ensure those who would inherit the legacy is fully aware of the legacy 
they have inherited.

Best Wishes on your 100th anniversary

Sincerely

Hon. Dr. Frank Anthony
Minister of Culture Youth and Sport
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Every anniversary is important. A 100th year anniversary is a golden and 
remarkable one.
The Everest Cricket Club has come a long way since changing its name from the 

British Guiana East Indian Cricket Club in 1971. Since then it has achieved a great deal, 
making this celebration most valuable and exciting.

As president, I am truly honored to act in this capacity and prestigious position, to be 
in the company of all the greats before me who have all contributed to making our club 
what it is today.

Renowned cricketers who emerged from Everest Cricket Club have represented our 
club, locally, regionally and internationally in a proud and dynamic manner.  I am 
certain their stories and records will certainly educate and for some refresh their 
cherished memories. 

A striking and heartening piece of history we often reflect about would be the 
Chatterpaul “doosha” Persaud story. Representing then British Guiana in 1937, he 
scored 174 in his very first, first class innings vs. Barbados at Bourda.

Other cricketers who were a part of the Everest Fraternity included – Rohan Kanhai, 
Joe Solomon, Lall Munilall, Ajodha Persaud, Derrick Kalicharran, Clyde Butts, David 
Harper and Ryan Ramdass among others.
One of Guyana’s national hero and legendary cricketer, Shivnarine Chanderpaul has 
recently made Everest his home.

Presently our future in cricket seems optimistic with the likes of – Amir Khan, 
Chanderpaul Hemraj, Tagenarine Chanderpaul, Rajendra Chandreka and Zaheer 
Mohamed along with others who keep excelling year after year.

Everest has also hosted a number of first class matches, making it recognizable 
internationally in the cricketing arena - England in 1998, South Africa in 2001, India in 
2002, and Australia in 2003.
 Those who were present at the games would have been treated to some exciting 
batting displays e.g Narsingh Deonarine 141 not out vs. Australia, Steve Waugh 106 not 
out and Matthew Hayden 102 vs. the Busta X1.

 As the president for the last three years, I am elated to extend congratulations to all 
members.  
We have made it to a 100 years not out.

 On an even more positive note, the innings does not close here, let us work 
collectively to ensure that the name Everest Cricket Club lives on   forever  ….….. Keep 
batting Everest, we going for 150! 

Yours truly,

Rajesh Singh
President 

N.B – This publication began under the leadership of the then President
Mr. Rajesh Singh. 

100 Years and still Batting
President Mr. Rajesh Singh 2011/2014
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 Guyana Cricket Board 
Congratulates Everest 

Cricket Club on its 
Centennial Anniversary

The Guyana Cricket Board would like to extend its heartiest 
congratulations and felicitations to the Everest Cricket Club, one 
of the premier cricket clubs in Guyana and the Caribbean as it 

celebrates this significant landmark in its club’s rich history. 

The number 100 is always the most celebrated achievement in 
cricketing terminology and for a club to attain this centenarian status 
is testament to its tenacity and fortitude in overcoming all of the 
challenges that it has faced throughout the compilation of this last 
century. This innings was very well constructed by a very young, 
dynamic and mature team.

Everest Cricket Club has undergone tremendous changes over the past 
years and the GCB is especially proud of the quality cricketers that 
this club has and continue to produce for the benefit of the Guyanese 
public who have donned the green cap for our country. Ever since 
its establishment 100 years ago as the East Indian Cricket Club, this 
club has evolved as a more multicultural and broad based entity and 
has contributed immensely to the growing status of cricket and other 
sporting disciplines in Georgetown, Demerara, Guyana and the West 
Indies.

The club’s facility at Camp Road has hosted several important matches 
in our cricket calendar over the years and we enjoin with the rest of the 
nation in wishing the Club only the very best in its year of celebration 
and all the best in its future aspirations.

The Guyana Cricket Board pledges to continue its support for the 
Everest Cricket Club in our mutual quest to produce talented, intelligent 
cricketers for Guyana and the West Indies.

Yours Sincerely,

Anand Sanasie
Hon. Secretary
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Going Forward – 
Everest Cricket Club

The Everest Cricket Club (ECC) has come a far way, we have realized 
many achievements. 

One such recent notable achievement is the acquisition of Shiv Narine 
Chanderpaul by the club. One that will see some development in our 
cricket programme which we hope will secure Everest’s place at the top 
of cricket in Guyana once again.

Going forward, there are still lots to do and despite the imminent 
challenges we must persevere. This is our Centenary Year, and it is our 
intention to have several activities which will allow for us to celebrate 
this event. We have already launched our celebrations and have had a 
evening of reflection where we reflected on the history of ECC, through 
a stimulating lecture by Professor Clem Seecharran.

To this end we appeal for the support of the membership in assisting us 
in achieving a successful centenary year.

Turning to the club itself we intend to take steps to further develop 
the Club. We have made some changes to the constitution of ECC. We 
intend to employ more stringent measures to ensure that we realize our 
receivables in a timely fashion and have serious cash injections so that 
ECC can profit and meet all its financial obligations. We intend to make 
every department within the club self sufficient and so on.

We are prepared to welcome any workable idea you the members may 
have, lets work together, “Together we achieve”.

On behalf of the Executive Members and general membership of 
the ECC I would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to the sponsors, 
contributors and all those who input, in whatever measure, made this 
magazine a reality.

Thank You  

Stephen Lewis
President 

President Mr. Stephen Lewis – 
2014/2015
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In the late 1980s, the Everest Cricket Club conferred the status of 
Honorary Life Member to Dr Cheddi Jagan and named him the Patron 
of the Club.

In so doing, the Club gave recognition to Dr. Jagan’s very significant 
contribution to the mission and role of the Club.

This contribution was not obvious to the general public or even many 
members of the Club itself because it was not based on a set of specific 
actions related to the management or activities of the Club. They were 
indeed at a much higher plane related to his leadership of a mass 
movement battling at the national level for the realization of goals 
which encompassed the objectives which gave rise to the formation of 
the EICC one hundred years ago.

At that time the British colonial power dominated every aspect of 
political, economic, social and cultural life in Guyana. Sports was not 
exempted.  The British power elite decided who could participate at 
what levels in Cricket and in other major sports. The natural talents 
of the “natives” were left to bloom and wither in the limited local 
environments.

Unfortunately, there was no national unifying force at that time to bring 
together all aspiring cricketers in one movement to press for greater 
inclusion. It was therefore left to separate movements to build on their 
social and cultural bases to move forward, resulting in many major clubs 
developing within limited ethnically influenced groupings.

While these bodies were able to achieve several improvements, their 
lack of a unified approach limited the scope of these gains.  

Dr. Jagan’s appearance on the political scene in the mid 1940s was the 
catalyst for the creation of a truly national movement beginning to 
unifying the different groupings and to mobilize them towards higher 
national goals.

In the period of the late 1940s and early 1950s, Dr. Jagan inspired 
many major struggles against the colonial power. This resulted in many 
important gains for our citizens. 

While the colonial government was unwilling to accept the demands 
related to political independence and the end of British rule, they were 
forced to make significant concessions on economic and social issues.
That led to many new opportunities for Sports Organisations.

Many members of EICC were inspired to join Dr. Jagan’s political 
movement and he in turn maintained strong links with the club.
Influenced by the growing national consciousness, the Club moved to 
change its name to reflect their intention to engage members beyond a 
limited ethnic group. 

Dr. Jagan’s struggles on behalf of sugar workers led also to many 
improvements in the welfare of sugar workers and their families.  This 
led to the rise to higher levels of cricket of many young players from the 
sugar estate clubs. To break out from the limited scope of inter-estate 
competitions, many found a central home to play first class cricket in the 
Club first under the name of EICC and later Everest.

Throughout his long years of political leadership, Dr. Jagan did not 
neglect his links with the Club. It may not be recorded anywhere, but his 
early days at Queens College might have started that association with 
the club that was in the immediate neighbourhood of the school. We 
must not forget also that during his schools days, Cheddi Jagan was an 
accomplished batsman with a century to his name.

It is significant to note that Dr. Jagan was not chosen to be the Patron of 
Everest when he was President but while he was still deeply engaged in 
leading the struggle for the restoration of democracy.  

In the late 1980’s and early 90s, Dr. Jagan was present at Everest on 
several occasions as his Party held several public events on the Club’s 
ground.

While President, Dr. Jagan organized at Everest the first meeting of a 
select group he was inviting to serve on the IMC for Georgetown- a 
group that included the then President of Everest.
Everest has many fond memories of Dr. Jagan and surely Dr. Jagan in his 
quiet moments would have had many fond memories of Everest.

Dr. Cheddi Jagan 
Patron of Everest

By Navin Chanderpaul
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By no stretch of imagination can anyone picture the life of an organization 
spanning one hundred years - day in day out, week in week out, month in 
month out, anniversary after anniversary, year in year our, decade in decade 

out….

That is only one reason for putting the story of the Everest Cricket Club down on 
paper. There are many other reasons for this publication....

There are many reasons for celebrating Everest’s centenary. Tabulating those 
reasons would not give a true picture so that’s why we have designed this centenary 
magazine as to entertain and delight, as a source of information, a souvenir and a 
must read replete with rare photographs. 

There are many characteristics for the longevity of the Club. And between 
these covers you will be treated to many fine stories of stakeholders portraying 
commitment, determination, camaraderie, sacrifice and the love of sports especially 
the love of cricket. 

Between these covers, you will also find how Everest had became a platform to and 
a stepping stone to the development of all involved; players and other stakeholders 
who would eventually more up and on whose successful stints here would augur 
well for them in other endeavours.

Be assured that bits of information repeated at various intervals are for emphasis 
for instance some elements in a history cannot be changed and the contributions 
towards the sustainability over 100 years cannot be diminished. 

As you turn the pages of the magazine from front to back, from back to front, or 
reading it randomly, we know the delight you would derive, we know your interest 
would be sustained, we know you would be entertained and informed and we know 
you would glow with pride and wonderment at the achievements attained by this 
illustrious club and all stakeholders.

Petamber Persaud 

Editor’s Note
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History Part One  
1914-1959
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Year Highlights  
    
1914 British Guiana East Indian Cricket Club founded
 by J. A. Veerasawmy and other interested East    
 Indians

1915 Veerasawmy leased his property in Queenstown to   
 the Club for 5 year; Later that same year the ground   
 was laid out and a pavilion built; This facility was    
 officially opened by Governor Sir Walter Egerton on   
 Dec 13; Thomas Flood – President (till death in    
 1920) Admitted to the second division Garnett Cup;
 Alladat Khan was the ‘principal force’ founding the   
 Berbice Arm of the BGEICC.

1916 The club’s very first executive (1915-1916) was:    
 Thomas Flood (president), RR Kerry (vice-president),   
 J.A Veerasawmy (secretary/treasurer), E. Bacchus, R.B Gajraj,  
 Francis Kawall, J.S Pariag, A. Rohomon, 
 J Rohomon, R. Rohoman, P Sawh, J.Subryan (committee   

 members) and J.A Luckhoo (captain). Governor Egerton   
 and a large crowd attended the first match played at the EICC  
 ground in Queenstown, on 18 December 1915. Thomas Flood  
 was the first President, a position that he held until his death  
 in 1920;

 1915 J.A Luckhoo 1st Captain     
                   
 1916 Thomas Flood - President

 1917 Flood Cup donated by Thomas Flood who was president at the  
 time; 
             In 1917 Thomas Flood, President of the British Guiana   
 East Indian Cricket Club (now Everest) introduced the Flood  
 Cup for inter-county competition involving East Indians only.  
 In 1919 the Kawall Cup was introduced for    
 competition between East Indians of British Guiana, Trinidad  
 and Dutch Guiana. Both Flood Cup and Kawall  Cup   
 competitions ended in 1938. The introduction of the    
 Jones Cup for inter-county competition open to players   

Chronology of Everest 
Cricket Club 1914-1959
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 of all races in 1954 indicated the end of race-based   
 competition. Flood Cup competitions  played between 1917  
 and 1935 among Indians of  the three counties; promoting the  
 game among Indians who were less organised than   
 other creoles already entrenched in the game.

1918 Thomas Flood - President

1919 Tied with 3 other clubs for the Garnett Cup;
 Thomas Flood - President
 BGEICC Toured Trinidad.
 Mohamed Insanally succeeded J.A Luckhoo as EICC captain in  
 1919 and remained captain until 1927;
 Kawall Cup competition played between 1919 and 1938   
 (among Indians of Trinidad, Suriname and Guyana).

1920 Thomas Flood – President; died in the same year; 
 Mohamed Insanally captain

1920s The three Rohoman brothers were among ‘the principal   
 shapers of the Club success.’
  
1921-1922 Mohamed Insanally captain

1923-1924 Mohamed Insanally  captain
1925  Won the Garnet Cup; Mohamed Insanally captain.
1926  Won the Garnet Cup; Mohamed Insanally captain. 
1927  Won the Garnet Cup; Mohamed Insanally captain. 
1928  New location at Camp Road, swamp reclaimed and  
  transformed.
  New ground and pavilion was opened on 30th April  
  1928 by Governor Cecil Rodwell.
  H. B. Gajraj – president.
  A. Rohoman – captain.

1929  Admitted to first division to compete for the Parker  
  Cup;
  BGEICC toured Trinidad.
  On 24 June 1929 Reverend C.F Andrews, a personal  
  friend of Gandhi, who was visiting British Guiana   
  addressed EICC members on the subject of unity   
  among Indians Christians, Muslims, Hindus;
  H.B Gajraj (President), Francis Kawall (vice-  
  president).
  In 1929 the EICC executive included: H.B Gajraj   
  (president), Francis Kawall (vice-   
  president), Ramprashad (junior vice-president),   
  David Iloo (secretary) and Ranjit    
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 Singh (captain from 1930 to 1941).

1930 Chatterpaul ‘Doosha’ Persaud joined BGEICC. 

 Compliments of “Ranji to Rohan” By Professor Clem   
 Seecharan Hansib Publications Ltd

1935 EICC toured Suriname; Ranjit Singh captain.
1936 Ranjit  Singh captain.
1937 Ranjit  Singh captain.
 Chatterpaul ‘Doosha’ Persaud, an EICC member    
 playing first division cricket for the club scored 174   
 in his debut.

1949 His Honor Mr J.A Luckhoo was appointed President for a   
 period of five consecutive years and was empowered to   
 appoint the remaining members of the Committee of   
 Management.   

1954 Ganesh Persaud (of the EICC) captained the British Guiana   
 Indians against Trinidad in the Kawall Cup.

1955/56 Sonny Edun represented Guyana on the West Indies Team   
 touring New Zeeland.

1958 Abdul “Waqar” Hassan represented British Guiana East   
 Indians against the Pakistan touring team in 1958 opening the  
 batting with his friend Sonny Edun.
 Joe Soloman made Captain of EICC.
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Full Name: John Aloysius Veerasawmy  
Born: 12 May 1891, Georgetown, Guyana 
Died: 12 Apr 1947, Guyana 
Batting: Right-hand batsman 
Bowling: Left-arm medium 
Teams: Guyana (FC: 1910-1922) 
Club: Everest, Guyana Sports Club and Malteenoes 
School: Queen’s College (Georgetown) 

J. A. Veerasawmy has been under acknowledged for his role in the 
sustainability of cricket among East Indians in Guyana and generally 
to Guyanese cricket. Everest should now erect a bust of the man as a 
continued source of inspiration. 

Of course, the fact that he founded the British Guiana East Indian 
Cricket Club in 1914 does not give a complete picture of the man’s 
indomitable work and achievement. As a young practicing lawyer, 

involved in the social and political scene of this country, Veerasawmy 
was a very busy man. To find time to play and perform creditably, to 
initiate and maintain certain movements was not the accomplishment 
of a mortal man – he was a super being.   

Veerasawmy was born in 1891 and by 1910 he became the first Indo-
Guyanese to represent the colony of British Guiana. That feat was 
followed by two other appearances representing this country. His love 
and devotion perhaps can be credited to the fact that even when he 
was studying in England, Veerasawmy played for Clapham Ramblers 
Cricket Club and the Gentlemen of Surrey.  Again his loyalty was to the 
game of cricket. In Guyana, he played and captained the British Guiana 
Cricket Club, later rejoining Everest. 

After completing his studies in England, Veerasawmy visited several 
major cities in India before returning to Guyana in 1914. With first class 
cricket on hold, Veerasawmy set about elevating East Indian interest in 
cricket in Guyana, perhaps to strengthen unity among East Indians and 
enhance their integration in West Indian society.

In 1914 he founded the East Indian Cricket Club (EICC), which later 
became Everest Cricket Club. The club opened in Queenstown in 1915, 
on land leased to it by Veerasawmy, on which a pavilion was built. 
Veerasawmy was the club’s secretary-treasurer and J.A. Luckhoo its 
captain.

He also helped to organise inter-county matches between East Indians, 
for the Flood Cup starting in 1917, and matches between East Indians of 
Guyana and Trinidad, starting in 1914. This led to the introduction of the 
Kawall Cup (in 1941), for annual competition between East Indians of 
Guyana, Trinidad and Suriname.

 In May 1919, he took 9 for 23 to help Guyana East Indians defeat 
Trinidad East Indians. By this time the First World War finally came to an 
end.

Guyana resumed first class cricket after the First World War in 
September 1921, with a match against Trinidad at the Queen’s Park 
Oval. Veerasawmy, playing his second match for Guyana, took 5 for 67 in 
Trinidad’s only innings. He played his third, and last, match for Guyana 
in September 1922, against Trinidad again, this time at Bourda. He took 
1 for 33 and 0 for 9.

In 1933 Veerasawmy coached students of Queen’s College (his high 
school), helping them to win the Hing Cup. He also presented a series 
of lectures on how to play cricket to students and the general public at 
Queen’s College.

J. A. Veerasawmy was a true sportsman. Everest should now erect a bust 
of the man as a continued source of inspiration. 

J. A. Veerasawmy 
Founder of British Guiana East Indian 

Cricket Club
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Chatterpaul ‘Doosha’Persaud joined the British Guiana East Indian 
Cricket Club (BGEICC) in 1930. He was a virtual unknown. Little did 
we know, he would go on to write his name in our history books.

He is often referred to as a “Forgotten Hero.” His exploits on the cricket 
field are simply outstanding.

At the tender age of fourteen he started playing cricket in the second 
division Garnett Cup in Georgetown. He also played third class cricket in 
the Wren Cup and subsequently captained his team, Kitty Sports Club, 
from 1924 through1927.

After playing three Garnett Cup matches for EICC he was promoted to 
the first division Parker Cup team and made his first Parker Cup century 
in 1931. In 1933 he made over 500 runs with a score of 118 runs against 
the British Guiana Cricket Club and in 1934 he took 15 wickets bowling 
medium pace, while still playing in the Parker Cup team ,in six Garnett 
Cup Matches for BGEICC ,he scored 620 runs in 9 innings with three 
centuries.

Chatterpaul represented the Demerara Indians in the Flood Cup- an 
Inter county competition open to Indians only .His best score was 73 
against Berbice in 1934. He also played against Trinidad Indians in 1932 
and toured Suriname in 1935 with BGEICC.

He had finally confirmed his stature as a batsman .He was assessed as a 
batsman with excellent defense, mobility in footwork and considerable 
all round skills. Doosha was a meticulous practitioner of the basics of 
good defense, judgment  of length and line and placing the ball, he was 
a skillful on-driver and punished the short ball while being a deft –cutter 
of the ball. He was a fine stroke player as well.

In 1933 Doosha was called to national trials for the first time and 
impressed everyone with his stroke play.  Each year thereafter, he was 
called to national trials.

Then in 1937 he was particularly impressive. He did not disappoint 
his supporters. In his first first-class innings he scored a magnificent 
174 adding 381 with Peter Bailey, who scored 268 against Barbados at 
Bourda. This achievement was historic .This was the highest score made 
on debut in Inter –Colonial  cricket at that time and more so it was the 
first, first- class century by an Indian in West Indian Cricket.

Doosha continued his rich form with scores of 96 and 32 and took 6 
wickets at Bourda again to help British Guiana defeat Trinidad and win 
the prestigious Inter- Colonial Tournament .At the end of the first class 
season Doosha had an incredible average of 100.6 from 3 innings.

He had confirmed his place in the British Guiana side. The Argosy 
newspaper named him “Man Of The Week” and Guyana went “Doosha 
crazy.” He played like an experienced old-timer. The Chronicle declared 
the 1937 tournament the Persaud Tournament.

Doosha was embraced by many businesses and advertisers lined up to 
publicly award him with gifts and presents. Poets even compared him to 
Don Bradman.

There were calls for him to be the on the West Indian Team. He was 
expected to be the first East Indian to make the West Indies team. There 
was optimism everywhere.

The following year he enhanced his reputation as a leading batsman/

Chatterpaul ‘Doosha’ Persaud  
The Forgotten Hero 

By Vickram Singh
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all-rounder in the region with a graceful 118 for British Guiana against a 
combined Barbados –Trinidad team.

He looked a certain pick to tour England with the West Indies team in 
1939.

In 1938 there were violent labour unrests throughout the Caribbean 
and no Inter-colonial Tournament was played in 1938. In 1939 during 
the Inter-Colonial Tournament his form deserted him. Despite this he 
was selected to the West Indies trial match.  His bad form with the bat 
continued .He was not selected to tour with the West Indies team to 
England. Unfortunately West Indies did not play another test match 
until 1948 as a result of Second World War.

While the Inter-Colonial tournament resumed in 1941 Doosha moved to 
Trinidad in 1939 and played one match for Trinidad in 1941.

Looking back many felt he should have been selected to the West Indies 
Team.

His mastery of the basics as well as his cautious play and prodigious 
patience were the foundation of his reliability. It has been argued that 
Doosha’s Legacy was inherited by two remarkable Indo-Guyanese 
Batsmen of different generations…… Joe Soloman (1930) and Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul(1974)

Doosha has  probably more than any other player in the West Indies 
helped to break down the barriers that kept Indians out of West Indian 
Cricket .After Doosha it was only a question of time when we would 
witness an Indo- Guyanese playing for the West Indies Team.
In 1957 another Indo-Guyanese Rohan Kanhai did.

Whether coincidental or not, it is quite fitting another descendant of 
East Indian Immigrants Shivnarine Chanderpaul  ranks  as one of the 
best  batsmen in the game today.



Ranji Singh
The Beloved Father and Hero 

They say a father is a son’s first hero and daughter’s first love. For 
many young men at Everest, they found their hero in one man’s 
nurturing arms….

Members of the Everest Cricket Club will remember for a very long time 
the contributions and service of one of the organization’s founding 
members - Boodram Ranjit Singh fondly known as “Ranji” and “Papa.” 
He was a pillar and stalwart of the BGEICC and his enthusiasm and 
dedication will no doubt be cherished by the members the club. 
As a leader he set remarkable standards and was a shining example of a 
true human being. 

82 years old at the time of his death, he was very active and could 
always been seen at the club assisting in many ways and had been the 
driving force behind the vibrancy of the club. 
He became a very popular figure within the vicinity of Everest, ridding 
his “Preggy” bicycle. 

Ranji joined the BGEICC shortly after its formation in Queenstown in 
1914, and was very much with the club when a few years later the 
headquarters was switched to the spacious grounds at the junction of 
seawall road and Camp Street. 

When the club changed its name to “Guyana Indian Cricket Club”–GICC, 
Ranji was an executive member and subsequently became the longest 
serving president, faithfully executing this position. 

He also held the posts of Vice-President Treasurer and Cricket Captain 
during his time with the club. 

His contribution in the cricketing field came in his younger days and was 
a very popular opening batsman and wicket-keeper.

Ranji was also a member of the club selection committee since 1923.
He was instrumental towards the name change of the club from GICC to 
Everest in 1971 to accommodate members of all nationalities.
His warmth and friendliness and above all his humility was known and 
respected by all.

Ranji has shown the kind of determination and abiding interest which 
will forever be an example for all to follow. 

He will definitely continue to be admired by many for years to come. 

ECC / 28

Ranji SIngh sits with team of Everest





To the President, Executives and Members of both the Everest Cricket Club 
and The Georgetown Cricket Club I would like to thank both Clubs for 
accepting and playing this cricket match as a deserving Tribute to a great 

Sportsman and Gentleman….Wilfred Khalil  Edun known to all his friends as Sonny.

My father was born on June 30th 1930 and first attended Bourda Roman Catholic 
Public School where he played football, did some boxing and started playing 
his cricket. From there he went to Modern High School and played in the senior 
division cricket for the then Bookers Sports Club.

After a few years he joined the then East Indian Cricket Club, now Everest Cricket 
Club and represented them for almost sixteen years, during which he captained 
them for some period.

During that period he was selected to play for British Guiana. He was also selected 
to tour with the West Indies Cricket Team on their 1956 tour to New Zealand. He 
was indeed a fine cricketer.

In 1970, he was made an Honorary Life Member of the Everest Cricket Club and in 
1983 he received the Certificate of Distinction for which he was truly happy.
Sonny was also a member of the Georgetown Cricket Club and also a National 
Selector for a number of years .He served as Chairman for the Demerara 
County Selectors for a number of years and was also a member of the Cricket 
Development Committee. He was the successful manager for the 1976 Benson & 
Hedges Guyana Youth Team, Manager for the Guyana Shell Shield Team in 1973 
and also Manager for the West Indies Cricket Team in 1973 against New Zealand.

My father also played table tennis for a Guyana B Team, Lawn Tennis for Everest 
and played and captained a Guyana Golf Team against Trinidad in 1985.
In the same year he won both the junior and senior Golf Trophies and was named 
Golfer of the year.

I would have liked to be present here in Guyana today to witness this match played 
in memory of my late father Wilfred Edun .My heart is with you as we pay tribute 
to a great sportsman and servant of the people and my father.

Special Thanks to both Clubs for honoring and remembering him while playing the 
game in the spirit he would have been proud of.

Thank you all   
 Sincerely,

 Brian Edun

Wilfred Khalil Edun 
Cherished Memories of a Gentleman 

and Cricketer 
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Joe Solomon 
Journey of a Celebrated Cricketer 

In the early 1960’s the Everest Cricket Club (ECC) (Then East Indian 
Cricket Club (EICC)), produced some of the best players in Guyana’s 
cricketing history. 

Players like Joe Solomon, Lal Munilall, Edwin Mohammed,Wilfred Edun, 
Rohan Kanhai and Adjoha Persaud are among those who played club 
cricket for the EICC. 

According to Joe Solomon, in those days, his team members took cricket 
to a whole new level which was much appreciated by cricket fans and 
members alike. After playing for some time Joe attained the captaincy of 
the team and under his guidance the team had been both flamboyant 
and successful.

“When a game was finished, we would have a few drinks and reminisce 
about the game, even the opposition would have drinks with us after a 
game,” Solomon recalled.

Several factors determine good cricket, dedication, team work and 
excellent facilities. According to Solomon, the EICC’s players were on 
point with these three factors , especially the facilities provided by the 
East Indian Cricket Club which were up-to-date; however he admitted 
that the ground was a bit slow.

“The ground was a bit slow so it made things a little difficult 
sometimes… I was one of the opening bowlers for the club always,” He 
recalled.

Asked about his captaincy Solomon informed that it was a great 
journey; having the opportunity to have nurtured and played with some 
of the best cricketers of his time.

He maintained that the players understood each other and had the zeal 
and passion for the game that it needed to remain on point.

By Whitney Persaud
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Solomon said attaining the captaincy and taking the team forward 
successfully was a challenge but with his experience as former club 
president for the Port Mourant team and his passion for cricket, there 
was nothing that could stop him from ensuring his team rose to the top.

 “I was playing for Guyana and then I moved to Georgetown, I had 
captain capabilities when I was given the responsibility, so it wasn’t 
something I could not do,” He explained.

According to the award winning cricketer, being captain to some of the 
now legends of cricket was the best task one may have been given.

“We understood each other,” The Single feature that was common 
among the players was their ability to perform on the field when it was 
the team’s turn to bowl or bat.

He described the feeling as fantastic, noting that every player had good 
eyes and arms in that regard especially.

Solomon said some of best players of his time were Edwin Mohammed, 
Wilfred Edun, Mohammed Hassan, and the Pertab brothers.

Taking his memory back to his days in the field, Solomon said  the huge 
turnout of crowds at the club level games were always an encouraging 
one.

 The players worked together to keep the facilities in good order, noting 
that its maintenance was key to the games upkeep.

Asked to pick an all time team for Everest, Solomon said he would have 
included Edwin Mohammed, Leonard Baichan and Adjodha Persaud  in 
his Everest Team.

Advice to young cricketers 
Today, Cricket has transformed a whole lot and the legend said that his 
advice to upcoming players is to be aggressive and flexible.

He said that following up with the different types of games is important 
, as it teaches one how to change their batting styles to suit the  
particular game being played.

“There are so many competitions today and you must be aggressive for 
most of the matches, follow up with the games and change your style to 
suit each game, some go into the test match with the same styling , but 
a test match is different from the 20/20 games”. 

Solomon said, “Cricket has done me a lot ... it made me what I am 
today, I became a coach and I enjoyed that position with GuySuCo

Solomon was a right handed middle order batsman and gentle medium 
pacer who played 27 test matches in the 1958- 1965, scoring one 

century in his first series against India in New Delhi and topping the 
batting average.

He was dominant on the local scene and was part of a dynamic batting 
lineup that played for the now Everest Cricket Club (then East Indian 
Cricket Club) included Rohan Khanai  and Basil Butcher.

In 1960, Solomon travelled to Australia under Sir Frank Worrell and 
made history.
It was Solomon who hit the stumps with a direct hit in the first test 
against Australia to run out Australia’s Ian Meckiff   thus achieving the 
first tied test match.

His combination of slow medium and leg spinning deliverers was good 
enough to grab a 51 first class wickets.
In October 1956 Solomon scored 114 not out on his first class debut, 
playing for Guyana against Jamaica, at Bourda. He followed this with 
108 in his second first class match, and second first class innings, against 
Barbados, also at Bourda, one week later. 

Oddly absent from Guyana first class cricket in 1957, he scored yet 
another first class century, in his third first class match and third first 
class innings, for Guyana against Pakistan .

He played first-class cricket for British Guiana/Guyana from 1956-57 to 
1968-69, and toured India in 1958-59, Australia in 1960-61, and England 
in 1963 and 1966.

Solomon continued his cricket career by remaining involved in the 
selection process for the West Indies team and coaching a local team in 
his native Guyana until retiring in 2005. 
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History Part Two 
1960-1989
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Year Highlights 
1961  President Mr John Mohamed, Senior VP Ranjit J Singh,   
 Seretary Patrick. A.  Magalee The Membership Committee
 instructed the Secretary to collect dues from members who  
 owed the club for more than 3 months  before the 1962 AGM  
 and that they be allowed  to vote, providing the past   
 dues be paid to date including their bar bills.
 The Secretary also reported that the President’s portrait was  
 found in a destroyed condition and was in a drain opposite the  
 club. The bar attendant and grounds man along with a few   
 members were questioned. No one was found guilty.
 There were 13 lady members in the year 1961.
 In 1961 the cricket section experienced some difficulties when  
 Mr Sonny Edun resigned as Captain and Mr A Hassan was   
 asked to act.
 The committee thanked Mr Sonny Edun for the months he   
 served as captain and for continuing to play for the club after  
 he resigned as Captain. The Committee also wishes to thank
 Mr. A Hassan for filling the post in an admirable manner   
 Batting worthy of note that year in the Case cup

Chronology of Everest 
Cricket Club 1960-1989

Name              RUNS               AGAINST
S BISSESAR        74                  QUEENS COLLEGE
A HASSAN          75                 GCC
A HASSAN           153               DCC
V WAILOO          79                 GCC
VIC HARNANAN  92               QC
  
I.S Mohamed was the best bowler with 36 wickets for 564 runs
  
1962  President Mr. Sydney Abdool  VP Ranjit J Singh, Secretary   
 Patrick.A. Magalee, Returning Officer Mr Jainarine Singh.
 The building was insured for a value of GY$10,000. 
 Everest crowned Case Cup and Northcote Cups Champions.  
 Consistent performances by Edwin Mohamed ,Saranga Baichu  
 Joe Soloman, B. Dwarka and A. Hassan were key to   
 victory. 
 The Secretary acknowledged receipt of an invitation to send a  
 Team to Trinidad in May 1962 to play in the Kawall Cup .
 Selection committee for the cup were the following persons.  
 Dr.M.S. Alli Shaw, Mr S.A Rangasawmy, Mr. Sonny Edun.
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 Letter dated 2nd April 1962, from the B.G. Legion thanking the  
 club for the use of the pavilion for Lord Mountbatten’s visit to  
 British Guiana.
 Cash in bank at end of May 1962 was only$352.76. Call for   
 donations to club.
 Steamer Excursion to Wakenaam on 7th October 1962 was a  
 success. Net profit$158.04.
 At a ceremony at the GCC Pavilion both the Case and   
 Northcote Cups were presented to our two Captains. Our   
 teams having won them in this year’s first Class Tournaments.
1963  President Mr. Sydney Abdool ,VP Ranjit J Singh,Secretary   
 Patrick. A.Magalee. Returning  Officer Mr D.P Debedin
               The Treasurer reported that at 31st Oct 1963 the Club had a  
 balance of GY$175.63 in the bank .
 The Ramblers Hockey Club informed the Secretary the Club  
 had been dissolved.
 Mr. John Baptiste was thanked for arranging and getting the  
 entrance bridge repaired on 7th Sept 1963. The sand was   
 received from Cheddie Trucking Co.      
 Mr. John Mohamed enquired regarding the Tennis Courts 
 for night games. Mr. R. Marquis the Tennis Captain stated   
 that he had spoken to Mr Ramsamooj who was in   
 charge of the matter and that they had marked out an area
 to be prepared. Mr. Ramsamooj was to have solicited   
 donations for the court but due to the general    
 strike since April nothing had been done.

1964 President Mr. Ranjit J Singh , Snr VP Dr. M.S Alli- Shaw   
 Secretary Patrick A Magalee, Returning Officer Mr Frederick  
 Rampershad.
 Victor Harnanan was conferred with Life Membership.
 BG  Sanatan Dharma  Maha Sabha had their annual Diwali   
 Mela
  Contract entered with the British Guiana Government for   
 long term rental of pavilion for use by the British Army. It also  
 included permission for use of a helicopter .Rental was   
 set at GY$275/mth.
1966 Pres Mr Ranjit J Singh, Snr Vp Mr John Mohamed,Secretary Mr  
 G Mangar , Returning Officer Mr M M Dial.

 There was an issue of non-financial members playing cricket  
 for the Club .They were requested to bring their dues   
 current.  
               A venue for the  Diwali Sari Pageant. In 1965 the crown went  
 to Miss Rita Singh, then to Miss Shakira Baksh in 1966.
 President Mr. Ranjit J Singh Secretary Mr. R.G Mangar
 A motion on 24th January 1966 that Ranjit Singh a Founder  
 Member, a Life Member who served as President and Cricket  
 Captain, and for other meritorious services be elected   
 Honorary President For Life of the BGEICC. Moved by David  
 Yhann, Seconded by Mr. R Kanhai.

1967  President Mr. Patrick A Magalee , Secretary Mr. R.G Mangar.
 Kenty Khan was a main fixture of the Club during the late   
 sixties along with his      
 contemporaries Wilfred “Sonny” Edun and Abdul “Waqar”   
 Hassan

1969  President Mr. Patrick A Magalee, Snr Vp Mr Ranjit Singh , Sec  
 Mr Sase Narain 
 David Persaud captain of cricket, a position he held until 1973.

1970 Change of name to Everest Cricket Club, a move prompted
 by the government of the day that the name of no   
 organization must reflect a racial bias. 
 Ranji Singh – President (holding that position on seven   
 occasions perhaps counting backwards)  
 Kawall Cup was played in Trinidad between Guyana and   
 Trinidad.
 Toolsie Persaud resigned as Vice President of the Club
 Resignation of Toolsie was revoked by the members of the   
 executive body.

1971 Everest reaches Rothman Finals .Beat Mackenzie Sports Club  
 at Bourda.
1972 Between 1972 and early 1990s the presidency was rotated   
 between David Persaud & Juman Yasin.

1975 President Mr. Khalil Alli, Snr VP Mr Ranjit Singh, Secretary Mr.  
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 K.A Juman Yassin
 Club raised GY$40,000 and began renovations to the club in  
 April.

1977 President Mr. David Persaud, Snr VP Mr. Balram  Satrohan,   
 Secretary Mr. Juman Yassin.
 Club hosted a cocktail and reception for the visiting Pakistani  
 Test Team. The Club used to have a reception for all visiting  
 test teams. This was discontinued after many members of the  
 visiting teams failed to attend these events.

1978  President Mr. David Persaud, Secretary Mr. Juman Yassin,   
 Secretary Mr. Ivan Pollard.
 Mr. Ranjit J Singh –one of our founding members passed away  
 He was 82 years.

1979 Pres Mr. K.A Juman Yassin, 1st VP Mr. David Persaud, Secretary  
 Mr. Ivan Pollard
 Feb 11th 1979 a two minutes silence was observed at the
 AGM for three of our members all of whom departed from us  
 during 1978, Mr. R J Singh, Mr. George Kawall    
 and Mr Cyril Singh.

1980 President Mr. Juman Yassin ,  Secretary Ivan Pollard.
 Clyde Butts Era – 80s and 90s; played alongside Derrick
 Kallicharran, Desmond Butts and Leonard Baichan, Zulficar   
 Hassan. 
 Everest beat Police to win the Case Cup.

                  (Late) Dr Cheddi Jagan named the Patron of the Club and   
 conferred with Honorary Life Membership.
 First year the team played Case Cup without any players   
 coming from Berbice.
 Guyenterprise Advertising Agency erects and  paints   
 advertising boards around the Everest Cricket Club

1981 President Juman Yassin, VP Mr.David Persaud, Secretary Mr.  
 Ivan Pollard.
 Leonard Baichan scored 187 against Essequibo in the Jones  
 Cup semi-finals and shared in a record opening stand of 407  
 with Tyrone Etwaroo who scored 220.
 Other outstanding performances in 1981 came from Eion   
 Wegman, Peter Jacobs, Abdool Alli, Michael Murray and Bryan  
 Edun
 
1982/
1983 President Mr. David Persaud, VP Mr. Juman Yassin    
 Secretary Mr. Fazil Azeez.
  In his last gesture as President in the year 1983 The Late  
 Mr. David Persaud awarded the Member of the Year Trophy  
 Award conferred on all the members of the Club with the   
 Citation that they had all performed creditably.
 Sonny Edun received the Certificate of Distinction.
 A  high point for Lawn Tennis at Everest.
 Cde. Cammie Ramsaroop   V.P Guyana opened the Everest   
 Lawn Tennis Hardcourt on 13th Feb 1982.
 Lawn Tennis Report by Mr. Suresh Singh (L.T .CPT.)
 “It is with humility that I take pleasure in presenting this my  
 first report as Lawn Tennis Captain. It is heartening to me and  
 members of the Lawn Tennis Committee, to observe with
 pride the great interest and activity that Lawn Tennis
 generated during the year 1982-1983.We started the year by  
 running off a club tournament to really know the   
 class and standards of our tennis players.”
 Results: 
 Singles Champion - Winner Kenneth Pertab, Runner-up David  
 Persaud.
 Doubles Champion - Kenneth Pertab and Surujpaul Ragnauth,   
 Runner-ups - Zulfikar Hassan and Dilip Singh.
 I would like to thank Ricky Issardin who was instrumental 
 in getting a donation of materials from Nagasar Sawh Ltd. for  
 the construction of the Umpire’s Chair.
 The Salim Hasnoo Memorial trophy  was played much to the  
 satisfaction of his family.
 75th Anniversary function was held at the Club on 1983-11- 
 23.

1984  President Mr. David Persaud, SNR VP Mr. Juman Yassin,    
 Secretary Mr. Walter Rankin.
 West Indies Youth Tournament Regional Under- 20.  Everest  
 submitted the names of the  following  players  Ramesh   
 Dasrat, Surijpaul Ram, Sase Narine Singh, Bhagwan Ram   
 Komalram.

1985 President Mr. Juman Yassin,  Snr VP Mr. David Persaud,   
 Secretary Mr. Fazil Azeez 
 Everest lost to Albion in the Bristol Cup Finals. The captain 
 Mr. Z Hassan blamed the team for not performing   
 creditably.

ECC / 40

Rohan Kanhai



1986 At the Annual General Meeting of the Club on Sunday 2nd   
 March 1986
                  Motion proposed by Juman Yassin and seconded by The Late  
 David Persaud “be it resolved that Clyde Butts be awarded
 Honorary Life Member in recognition of his services to our   
 Club and Country, and in particular on his attainment of Test  
 Player and selection to the West Indies Cricket Team.

1987 President Mr. Juman  Yassin,  Snr VP Mr David Persaud,
 Secretary Mr. Rayman Williams.
 After some 30 years of dedicated service to the Club Mr. John  
 Baptiste was elevated to a Life Member.
 The Everest Song Festival was held at the Everest Cricket Club  
 Grounds on 28th and 29th Nov 1987. 

1988  President Mr. David Persaud, VP Mr. Juman Yassin , Secretary  
 Mr. Rayman Williams
 Everest embarked on a major extension of the building with  
 the purpose of providing improved and modern facilities
 for our ever growing membership and community needs. On  
 7th July 1988 Everest and Contracting firm of Samuel Dhanraj  
 entered into an agreement and work commenced on the 11th  
 July 1988. This project had an estimated cost of $1,000,000.

1989 As a result of the1989 Guyana Budget several financial
 implications had to be dealt with. The revised budget for   
 the new extension rose to $2.300.000.00 Everest had to seek  
 huge contributions and donations.
 The Indian High Commission donated Cricket gears to the club
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Memoirs of a Cricket 
Enthusiast

It’s likely that in this EICC/Everest’s centennial year, the setting is much 
the same as it was when it was my privilege to play for the Club in the 
late 60’s, and in the decades before that --- even perhaps since Mr. 

J.A. Veerasawmy and the other founding fathers agreed upon the Club’s 
formation. Two or three dozens of the Club’s most ardent members, 
usually the same ones, omnipresent in the pavilion from late afternoon 
on weekdays until about 10 in the evening when Poonoo, the barman 
of my era, would close the bar and turn the lights out downstairs. This 
however, was only a signal for the “late nighters” to wend their way 
upstairs, Poonoo tending bar overtime, to begin their nightly poker 
sessions which generally ended in the wee hours of the morning.

The lessons learned from the Club’s “regulars,” those venerable men 
whose lives not only pivoted around the Club, but who, in a very real 
sense gave EICC its own character – indeed its life, were important, 
impressive, profound and of utmost significance to younger members 
like myself. These lessons were not limited to cricket, but if you were 
serious about this greatest of all sports, and we all were, there were 
no better, more qualified people than the teachers here. Of the 
many “Skippers” who generously imparted their enormous wealth of 
experience and knowledge of the game to those of us eager to learn, 

the two masters of my time were Wilfred “Sonny” Edun and Abdul 
“Waqar” Hassan. 

As contemporaries, Sonny and Waqar played on the Club’s 
championship- winning teams at the height of their glorious careers and 
were students of the same school of cricket. Sonny represented British 
Guiana with distinction as an all-rounder and toured New Zealand with 
the West Indies team in 1955-56. Waqar, it has often been said, was 
the best opening batsman never to have donned our national cap. He 
scored thousands of runs and took hundreds of wickets for the Club 
during his career and represented British Guiana East Indians against 
the Pakistan touring team in 1958 opening the batting with his friend 
Sonny Edun.

Like most Guyanese boys of the day, I was hitting a ball, a rock, an awara 
seed, --- anything, with a piece of wood or coconut bat almost from the 
time I could stay steady on my feet. My dad fostered the love for cricket 
amongst his four boys and took us to test, “colony,” first-class and club 
matches when we were very young. As such, I remembered Sonny Edun 
from the British Guiana versus Jamaica inter-colonial match of October 
1956 --- a match that really set the tone for my fascination with the 

By Kenty Khan                  

Back:  Vibert Wailoo, Deonarine Bissessar, Mohamed Khan, A.N. Other, Norman Abdool
Centre: Dowlat Ram, M.S. Alli-Shaw, George Kawall, Jackie Wailoo, Freddie Abdool, Eddie Pertab
Front:  Hamlet Lawrence, George Sohan
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game as well as it lit the fire of patriotism for my country. In a drawn 
match that featured, on both teams, a combination of about 17 current 
and future West Indian players, British Guiana scored a mammoth 
601 for 5 declared. Kanhai, Butcher, Solomon and Pairaudeau scored 
centuries for us while Collie Smith and Alfie Binns got tons for Jamaica. 
I was in awe of our players and what they were doing for our country 
---  making us all proud, invincible. I wanted to play like them; to know 
them; do what they were doing to bring recognition and respect to 
our country, but to this little wonder-struck lad they were untouchable 
and so extremely far away. Although he did not get a chance to 
bat,  Sonny Edun opened the bowling and I remember watching him 
closely particularly when he took his fielding position on the third man 
boundary near to where we were sitting.

It is against this backdrop that I got to know the “Skipper” after I had 
also watched him play and lead the Club in the succeeding years. Having 
started my club-cricket career at M.Y.O. after completing High School I 
did well enough to win the batting prizes in my first two years ---  prizes 
donated by Sonny Edun who played tennis at M.Y.O. I did not actually 
get to meet him until I was seconded to EICC from M.Y.O. to play in 
the higher Northcote Cup Division as M.Y.O. played in the Wight Cup 
2nd Division at the time. I still remember his initial greeting that first 
afternoon at the Club: “So you’re the young man who has been winning 
my bats at M.Y.O.? Well, I want you to continue winning more bats 
here.” As he said these words of welcome to me, my mind slipped back 
to those October days some ten years or so earlier; I was not far away 
now --- and I could literally touch one of my earliest heroes.

By this time Sonny was playing only recreational tennis and his career 
as a national cricket administrator was in its formative stages. He 
was earnest in his interest for younger cricketers especially; talking 
cricket, teaching and explaining all aspects of the game, helping them 
to improve their games collectively and individually. He was a solidly 
built man with a big heart, knowledgeable in the game he loved and in 
the vagaries of life. Sonny’s trusted advice was delivered with honesty 
and sincerity and all of us are better today for it. When Sonny came 
into the dressing room during a match or on the field during practice 
sessions, all of us,  Munilall, Ajodha Persaud, Cyril and Harold Pertab, 
Badrul Mohamed, Robin Barry, Isaac Surienarine, Harold Dhanraj, Basil 
Bedessee – are some of the names that readily come to mind, knew 
that we were going to be the recipients of wisdom, encouragement 
and love. “Stay with it boys,” --- “ See the pace off,” --- “Watch for the 
straighter one,” ---  “Try bowling over the wicket for a change Basil,” --- 
always seeking to encourage rather than criticise.

I was having a run of low scores in my early Case Cup 1st Division 
matches for the Club when I sought out Sonny one Thursday afternoon 
after nets before team selection begun that evening. Sonny was one of 
the selectors and I felt certain that I might be demoted to the Northcote 
team that week. If this were the verdict of the selectors then I wanted 
to regain my place in the Case Cup side by immediately making runs 
in the Northcote game. “So Skip, why am I not making runs?” I asked 
Sonny. “Just have faith in yourself, son; I believe you are trying too hard. 
Forget about the current bad patch you are experiencing and remind 

Back:  Hassan Bacchus ( opening bowler), Osman Khan (off spinner), Ajodha Persaud (off spinning all-rounder), Ronald Bacchus (opening bowler), Kenty Khan 
(opening batsman), Seenarine “Dunks” Singh (opening bowler), Sonny Edun (Manager), Pooran Singh (wicket-keeper/opening batsman), C. “Lal” Munilall 
(batting all-rounder), Basil Bedessee (left arm spinner), Samuel Pollard (member), Jameer Abdool (batsman), David Persaud (Captain), Isaac Surienarine (opening 
batsman), Harold Pertab (batsman), Mohamed Nissar (Airline Rep.)
 
Seated:  Robin Barry (batsman), B. Rajcoomar (batsman), Ivan Pollard (member), Badrul Mohamed ( wicket-keeper/batsman), Burlin Saheed ( left arm spinning 
all-rounder)

Sonny Moonsammy (ex British Guiana player) and Jackie Wailoo 
taking the field to open the innings for EICC.
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yourself of the success you’ve had. Go out and bat as best you can in 
your next knock.” The selectors showed faith in me and I retained my 
position in the Case Cup side for the next match top-scoring with 78. 
Not just a lesson in cricket, but an important life’s lesson! It is said that 
the best leave us too early and Sonny Edun did; leaving us at a youthful 
59. A fantastic knock; very well played, Skipper.
Abdul “Waqar” Hassan stood tall and erect at the crease. As an opening 
batsman, he was difficult to dislodge and embodied class and grace in 
both his defensive and scoring shots. A superb artist, he easily adjusted 
his batting to suit his team’s requirements for the game at hand. What 
an absolute treat to see “Waqs” back and across, up on his toes, and 
with a swift swish of the blade, the new ball racing away between gully 
and backward point to the boundary. If he did this early in his innings 
the opposing bowlers and fieldsmen were in for a long day and EICC 
heading towards a respectable team score. He was called to the national 
trials on several occasions and also represented Demerara in the Jones 
Cup (later Guystac Trophy). Always one to encourage new talent and 
players with potential, Waqar stopped playing on the Case Cup team 
a little too early it was thought, but the intermediate Northcote side 
benefited immeasurably from his own treasure-chest of experience and 
cricketing prowess.

A positive side to Waqar’s magnificent Northcote Cup contributions 
as captain and all-rounder was that it prolonged his brilliant career. It 
also allowed me to actually play on the same team with him and gain 
on-the-job training from this most elegant player and tactician. This was 
perhaps the major difference in our learning relationships with Sonny 
and Waqar: Sonny’s was off the field, Waqar’s was hands-on, each as 
effective as the other.  Waqar remained prolific in his role as a lower 
order batsman scoring significant runs and taking important wickets 
with his swingers and cutters right to the time when he called it a day.  
His match-winning 234 not out, carrying his bat throughout our innings 
against G.C.C. to help us win the Northcote Cup in 1968 long after his 
Case Cup career had ended, was a gargantuan effort. Chasing a colossal 
G.C.C. score of about 500, we won by 4 or 5 wickets. Munilall, as he is 
wont to do, also blasted his way to 110, and with Waqar stroking the 
ball to the far reaches of the historic Bourda ground, they paved the 
way for victory with an opening  partnership of  253. Waqar’s innings 
impressed upon us the value of determination, concentration, goal-
setting, perseverance --- again, all important life’s values. Fortunately, 
the hundreds of North America miles which separate us today do not 
serve as a deterrent for Waqar and I to reminisce about this and other 
matches. Sure “Waqs” might be a trifle slower these days, but he is still 
in fine form.

My life as an ambitious young cricketer and patriotic contributor to 
Guyana’s fortunes came to an all too abrupt end when I departed for 
North America on a sunny Saturday in the summer of 1970. Just a few 
months earlier, I was a member of Guyana’s victorious Kawall Cup team 
that won the Cup in Trinidad. The Kawall Cup competition, emblematic 
of cricket supremacy among East Indians from Guyana, Trinidad and 
Surinam was dormant for many years and this was an attempt to revive 
this noble contest. Difficult as it was to leave the game which I loved 
so much behind, I still “see” and “hear” my club-mates every day more 
than forty years later.

The juniors jostled for the prime seats in the old pavilion --- on the 
uppermost bench facing the ground and the closer to the northern, sea-
wall side, the better.  “For the breeze,” Ivan Pollard was apt to argue. 
And yes! Ivan always fancied an argument! How different the Pollard 

brothers, Ivan and Samuel were! Ivan possessed an incisive wit, and was 
perpetually ready for dissenting thought. Samuel was quieter and more 
business-like. We remain great friends to this day. There was definitely 
no argument about Ivan’s copious knowledge of sports. Ivan knew 
cricket, boxing, football, tennis, hop-scotch --- even the finer points of 
“littie” he would proclaim with firm conviction!  Later on, Ivan went on 
to serve the Club with distinction for many years. From this vantage 
point on the upper row we soaked up the wisdom --- cricketing and non-
cricketing --- emanating from the seniors: Hamlet Lawrence, Skippers 
Ranji Singh, Richard Kanhai and David Persaud, Haroon Mohamed, Brij 
Bahadur, Bheer Rampersaud, Sabit Ally, Neil Cheong, Eddie Pertab, 
Madan Gopaul, John Baptiste, Winston Williams, Khalil Alli, “contractor” 
Narine and many other stalwarts of the Club. Having won a bat one 
year which was donated by “contractor” Narine for scoring a Northcote 
century, I was stalked by him at every move I made. He searched me 
out for a full year with the perpetual question: “How de bat hittin’ nah, 
Kenty?” According to my buddy Robin Barry, I had a serious case of 
“Narinitis.” I couldn’t muster the courage to tell Narine that I had long 
swapped the bat for a pair of Gary Sobers’ boots, although I have always 
had an eerie feeling that Ivan had given him the scoop, hence Narine 
was simply tormenting me. 

These men, those times, EICC/Everest Sports Club, will forever have a 
special place in my heart. Although I continued to play cricket in Toronto 
which has been home for me these last forty three years, and shared 
new memories and successes with new and old team-mates, my early, 
impressionable years at Camp Road have played a major role in defining 
the man that I am. Because of continuing dedicated, stellar leadership, 
Everest has remained the preeminent Sports Club in the country. We 
laud the efforts of the lengthy list of members who have brought 
glory to themselves, the Club, Guyana and the West Indies because 
of their excellence at cricket. Congratulations to the current leaders 
and members, best wishes to the future ones, and our gratitude to all 
those who have served so illustriously in the past. May the Club reach 
even greater heights and enjoy hundreds more years of success and 
dominance. A very happy centennial year, Everest.

Robin Barry holding Kawall Cup
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David Persaud joined the Everest around the early 1960s and had 
been a member for decades serving in various capacities until 
some years prior to his death in 2011.

He had captained the cricket team at all divisions played during his time 
including the North Cote (second division)  and Case Cup (first division). 
He was also the captain of the Rothmans and Bristol Cups limited overs 
teams.

Significantly, he captained Everest to victory in the Kawall Cup played 
against Trinidad in Trinidad. The team was managed by Wilfred ‘Sonny’ 
Edun.

Persaud was the most successful cricket captain leading Everest to 
victory in the Northcote Cup, Case Cup, the Rothman Cup and the 
Kawall Cup, all between 1969 and 1973.

He served as Senior Vice President and President for many years from 
the early 1970s through to 1990. 

Persaud was the longest serving president of the Club.
His contribution to the development and popularity of the Club 

A Hero Lives On 

was immeasurable. Suffice it to say that he made magnanimous 
financial donations to the Club in cash and kind. For instance, when 
he was Managing Director of Toolsie Persaud Ltd., Persaud provided 
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Waquar Hassan and Skipper David Persaud holds North Cote 

David Persaud 
Receives Rothmans 
Cup throphy from 
Wesley Hall



employment for many players especially those from Berbice. This 
moved provided income for them and afforded them time off to 
practice. He also (with other members) provided accommodation for 
players from out to town. All of the above provided stability for the 
individual and contributed to the team’s success.

He was a convivial person and would often invite friends, relatives and 
co-workers to the Club thereby contributing significantly to bar sales. 
Those socializing sessions made quite an impact on the Club and the 
public. 

‘Skipper’ as he was fondly called was an ardent lawn tennis fan and 
player. After retiring from cricket, he took to playing the game with 

a passion. Here again, his passion and his love for sports helped to 
enhance the popularity of lawn tennis at Everest.  

Editor’s Note: information supplied by Chris Persaud.

Late Sunny Edun and David Persdaud with Victoria’s Kawall Cup

David Persaud receives case cup trohy 1971-2 from 
Clyde Walcott





100th Anniversary  
Fueled by Love and Enthusiasm for the Game

The love for cricket by the executive members of the Everest 
Cricket Club was considered one of the main strengths that 
allowed the institution to rally on for 100 years. 

This sentiment was shared by attorney at law Kalam A. Juman Yassin 
during an interview with this publication. Recalling his rotating tenure 
as the club’s president from 1972 until the early 1990s with David 
Persaud, Yassin said it was the love for cricket by the executive members 
that encouraged them to ensure the daily functioning of the club was 
properly administered. 

Prior to becoming president, Yassin served as a member of the 
executive and secretary of the club.

During his years, he said, “Because of the love for cricket, persons got 
close to each other and with closeness, friendships developed and 
once friendships developed, one found that there were a lot of things 
we wished to do together which were ensuring that the club was 
successful at cricket and ensuring that whatever difficulties we had were 
addressed”. 
“The camaraderie that we had with all the members was very high 
because when a match was being played…there would be dozens of 

members looking on at the match, which is not the position today”, he 
added.

Everest played first and second division matches primarily, but was 
also involved in some third class competitions. Yassin recalled that 
during the 1970s and 80’s, first class cricket was highly competitive 
among clubs. However, the Georgetown Cricket Club was considered 
the premier club, since test cricket was played there. Other clubs such 
as the Demerara Cricket Club, the Police Sports Club and the Guyana 
Defence Force also offered stiff competition in first class cricket.

As such, the Everest club sought to recruit players from Berbice so as to 
ensure a top notch squad. Among them were Derrick Kallicharran, the 
Etwaroo brothers and Rohan Kanhai. However a challenge that existed 
in this regard was the lack of accommodation. “The first class matches 
were for a duration of three days. Saturdays, Sundays and the following 
week it would be the Saturday alone. The problem for these players was 
that they had to come down Friday and then leave Sunday evening or 
Monday and David Persaud and myself…we provided accommodation 
for the players”, Yassin recalled.

He further explained that because Persaud was a director at Toolsie 

By Leana Bradshaw
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Persaud Limited,  he managed to provide employment for a number of 
players “and David was able to organize so that those who were working 
and playing cricket, had time off to come to nets and time off to play 
cricket on Saturdays”. 

Other minor setbacks experienced also included finding good grounds 
men, keeping grounds in a state fitting to play cricket and finances to 
maintain the club and to buy gear and equipment.

Hence, as a word of advice to the current and future administrations, 
Yassin encouraged them to ensure that the interest of the club is always 
at heart, in order to keep the club going strong for another 100 years 
and beyond. “Whenever there is any problem or conflict with persons, 
nip it in the bud. As it regards the selection of the team to play cricket, 
that always had some problems…but ensure that your selectors are 
open-minded and that they select the best which is expected from 
them”.

Meanwhile despite the heavy focus on promotion of cricket however, 
Everest also served as a venue for a number of other activities that 
attracted the public. As a result, the club saw the need for a lawn tennis 
court to be constructed.  “It was decided that, that court would be 
constructed on the north western part of the ground…after the court 
was constructed, several members would play lawn tennis”. 

This move led to Everest becoming a member of the Guyana Lawn 
Tennis Association. The club also entertained other activities such as 
cricket receptions. “The Everest Cricket Club was the club in which, 
whenever foreign cricket teams came to Guyana there would be an 
official cricket reception for that team. Whether that team was from 

India, Pakistan, England, Australia or where ever, the Everest Cricket 
Club would host that reception most times”, Yassin reminisced.
At such events, he pointed out that Guyana Cricket Board and many 
other top officials would be in attendance. Unfortunately he said, those 
events no longer materialised. 

These events were deemed a ‘big deal’ for the local cricketing fraternity 
and more specifically Everest. Yassin related that “you would have a 
visiting team coming to Guyana, you know, you’re a cricket club, you’re 
hosting them, you’re inviting your mayor, your politicians are going to 
be there and as a member of the club you would feel very proud to host 
it and to be able to meet these cricketers”.  

New Year’s Eve or Old Year’s night parties were also held at Everest. 
Going down memory lane, Yassin said, “I remember the great fondness 
one Old Year’s night just before midnight, we got the guy who was 
playing the trumpet to lead almost everybody out of the club, around 
the bandstand at the sea walls and we marched back to the club and 
began dancing”.

The venue also attracted activities such as fairs, circuses, Diwali 
celebrations and pageants.

Reminiscing on his time at the club, the former president said his most 
cherished moments were the hosting of the cricket receptions, and the 
appointment of Clyde Butts as captain to represent the club. He became 
the first non-Indian to captain the Everest Cricket Club. 

Other talent the club boasted included Edwin Mohammed, Adjoda 
Persaud and Indal Persaud, just to name a few.

Kalam A. Juman Yassin





Discipline Fuels 
Success  

By Whitney Persaud

Life member Asgar Ali remembers the best days of cricket at the East 
Indian Cricket Club (EICC) was back in the seventies. 

Ali said that even before he became a member and elected to the 
executive body, he would visit the club almost daily, ‘I rode to the EICC 
religiously to watch the first division cricket games that was known as 
the Case Cup.
 In those days, he became acquainted with players like Navin Gopaul, 
Edwin Mohammed and Sonny Edun. 

He described cricket as the next best thing in a man’s life. Ali noted that 
the players of his time were disciplined and committed to the game. 
Had it not been for this commitment, the team would not be as good as 
it was. Ali expanded, ‘They were disciplined, in the old days this factor 
was the reason for the success of the team’ apart from the fact that the 
players were made for the game…. ‘We always had a strong team’.

He went on to name some outstanding players of the club including 

Leonard Baichand, Rohan Kanhai, Lall Munilall, Joe Solomon, Wilfred 
Edun, Clyde Butts, Edwin Mohammed among others.

Serving under several presidents like Oscar Phillips, Tony Xavier, Ronald 
Williams, David Persaud and Juman Yassin, Ali said that these were 
people who expended most of their energies towards bettering the club 
in every possible way.

Memorable  Moments  - Too Many to List

Walking through his memories of the then East Indian Cricket Club, Ali 
recalled one of his best memory was getting a glimpse of the legendary 
Rohan Kanhai batting in first division (Case cup) games.

‘I have several memorable moments of Munilall, Baichan… he can stay 
there for long hours, and Sonny Edun was a very lively player’.

Everest  Club in  Present Day 
 
While the Everest Club has established itself, Ali believes that a lot more 
can be done to enhance the performance of the players.

He said when the club acquired players from Berbice, past president the 
late David Persaud, employed them ‘so time off from work was not an 
issue’.

‘Getting time off from work is a great difficulty for some players to come 
and play today but this still doesn’t mean that they can’t be committed 
to the game,’ he added.

Ali is of the view that the current players should be educated on the 
history of the club and understand what cricket really means to them as 
an individual.

‘They need to know the history of this club, we had the opening players 
years ago who would make a good foundation for the other batsman, 
but today before tea time, the whole team’s out, and they need 
discipline and dedication,’ he lamented.
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The late past president and club captain David Persaud was indeed 
a leader of men. Countless players had come and gone but his 
“team work and discipline” tactics only made the team stronger.

Most, if not all of the past members of the Everest Cricket Club (ECC) 
recalled their days at the club as some of the best and most memorable.
According to Lal C Munilall, he started playing club cricket at the age of 
17 and David Persaud was captain of one of the teams at that time.

“Khaleel Ali was President of the Club, David Persaud was Northcote 
captain, Edwin Mohammed was Case Cup captain…, I was seventeen, 
we started with Case Cup, we didn’t win anything at the time, then after 
two years David Persaud was the captain of the club and under him we 

won the Case Cup, the Northcote competition and the Kawall Cup,” he 
recalled.

After a two year period, Ali said he became captain and reign for six 
years, after which the captaincy was returned to Persaud.

“We had a team of good players like Leonard Baichan, Isaac Seunarine, 
Adjodha Persaud, David Persaud, myself and the Pertabs brothers”. 
The then young players, all in their early twenties, were Guyana’s 
national players at the time.

“Well at the time we had some national players and all the kids them 
that came by, we taught them how to play the game etc,” he recalled.

Good Old Days at Everest  
By Whitney Persaud
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Leonard Baichan, one of the best known batsmen to have 
represented Guyana, is a distinguished product of the Everest 
Cricket Club (ECC) and according to him all credit must be given to 

former President of the club, the late David Persaud.

Baichan said that Persaud was ‘a leader or men’. 

‘I have some pleasant memories of Everest and I would really like to pay 
a lot of compliments to Mr. David Persaud, he was the one who took the 
players from Berbice to Georgetown and really went all out for the club.’ 
Baichan said.

Baichan recalled that under Persaud’s tenure, the Everest team was able 
to defeat a team from Port Mourant within 40 overs to win a match 
after a long time.

 He confessed that had it not been for Persaud, the cricketing 
community would have never heard about Leonard Baichan. ‘He was 
very instrumental …there was a season I got over nine hundred runs 
with back to back centuries....’ he boasted.

Baichan said that the Everest Club had some of the best players and 
noteworthy is the fact that the club managed to enter four players into 
the Guyana team. He said, ‘Some of us became automatic choices, after 

scoring one hundred in the domestic season and performing at our 
best’. 

Baichan said that Persaud molded the team into one body. Despite the 
challenges that confronted him as president and captain, he managed 
to keep the players in line and on top.

‘The disappointment we had that time was that there were some 
members at the club who were in opposition to Mr. Persaud and they 
would sit in the pavilion and shout all kind of sarcastic remarks. In spite 
of all that turmoil he still could have lead that team to win the Case 
Cup,’ Baichan stated.

Turning his attention to present day at the Everest, Baichan said that 
he is a bit disappointed at the way cricket is being treated at the ECC. 
‘Not the administration wise but cricket wise.’ He said that it is his 
sincere hope that here is a turnaround in the way things are being done 
especially ‘a change in the performance and attitude of present and 
young players.’

Len Baichan, as he is called, is a left-hander opening batsman whose 
greatest assets were his good defense and immense powers of 
concentration. At the Guyana inter-country levels, he secured his first 
class double century (216 not out) against Demerara, and another 
double century (not first class) against Essequibo. 

He also scored hundreds in each innings against Demerara twice. In 
1981 he scored 187 against Essequibo in the Jones Cup semi-finals (not 
first class) and featured in a record opening stand of 407 with Tyrone 
Etwaroo who scored 220.

Baichan made his first-class debut for Guyana in the 1969 regional Shell 
Shield tournament. In the absence of the country’s established openers, 
Roy Fredericks and Stephen Camacho who were representing the 
West Indies in Australia, Baichan played two games at Bourda against 
Barbados and Trinidad. He performed satisfactorily, scoring 162 runs in 
four innings with two fifties (64 and 72) at average of 40.50.

Though Baichan had a successful Shell Shield tournament in 1972, he 
was omitted for the first three matches in 1973 due to the continued 
success of Roy Fredericks and Stephen Camacho as Guyana’s opening 
pair. 

He was eventually called for the last match against Trinidad and Tobago 
and scored a century while batting at number three. Guyana won the 
Shell Shield tournament for the first time under the captaincy of Rohan 
Kanhai in 1973.

In his third Shell Shield match for Guyana in 1972, against Jamaica at 
Sabina Park, Baichan hurt himself while fielding in the Jamaica first 
innings. 

Editor’s Note: Born Rose Hall, Berbice, in 1946, Baichan made his test 
debut in 1975 – West Indies v Pakistan  

Inspired by a Great Leader   
By Whitney Persaud
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Clyde Butts 
A Proud and Outstanding Product of Everest 

Clyde Godfrey Butts, born July 8 1957, is a former West Indies 
cricketer who batted right-handed and bowled off breaks.

Butts is a product of the Everest Cricket Club (ECC) and according to him 
playing club cricket for the ECC was the most wonderful feeling.

Recalling his memories of the Everest Cricket Club (ECC), the right-arm 
off-spinner believes that cricket in the 80’s and 90’s were the most 
successful days at the club. 

Originally Butts had joined the Guyana Sports Club (GSC) team but was 
accepted into the ECC after that club had some challenges.

‘I was playing for GSC at the time and the club was splitting but there 
was a man named  Walter Ranking who was living up Mahaicony and 
working at the club, he was the one who urged me to join the club, after 
then it was history,’ Butts said.

Joining the Everest family was one of the memorable times of his life, 
recalling how many good friends he made.

‘The club actually prospered in those days in cricket and we had a lot 
of young players coming through in 80’s and 90’s… I played with some 
wonderful people as well’.
Butts said despite the team’s failed effort to snatch a win in the Case 
Cup games, this did not stop them.

He added that the Everest team was always outstanding and had 
camaraderie and good discipline. He recalled the team was a developing 
squad which was mostly dominated by young players as senior players 
made their way out.

BEST PLAYERS OF THE BUTTS ERA 
Butts related that some of the best players of that time were persons 
like Derrick Kallicharran, Desmond Butts and Leonard Baichan.

‘Some of the people that I played with no doubt were the best players 
of my time. Derrick Kallicharran was a complete cricketer - good 
batsman, leg spinner, excellent fielder in any position, certainly had a 
little temper but was certainly one of the best,’ he said.

Butts said, ‘Leonard Baichan was one of the best batsman at that time, 
he was dogmatic and his approach was professional as far as batting 
was concerned’.

‘He would always give his best for Everest and not only in the area of 
playing but he assisted with a lot of the youngsters by offering beneficial 
advice,’ he added.

His nephew Desmond Butts, who played alongside him in club cricket 
was one of the best leg spinner, ‘Me and him would really clean up 
where the bowling was concerned, it certainly was good to bowl in 
tandem with my nephew’.

By  Vickram Singh & Whitney Persaud
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LIVE WIRES OF THE EVEREST
Turing his attention to the executive body that ran the club, Butts said 
that a group of dedicated people including Juman Yassin and David 
Persaud gave their all to the club.

These men took almost every necessary step to bring alive the dreams 
and realities of young aspiring cricketers, while at the same time 
building a good name and a strong foundation for the club.

‘They were the live wire of Everest and would certainly give their all to 
the club, and there was Zulficar Hassan, who was captain when I was 
there, he would give anything to see the club prosper, somebody that I 
think did wonders for the club, as a player, as a captain,’ Butts pointed 
out. ‘What made Zulficar Hassan a good captain and an outstanding 
player was he was a team man and I think that’s what led to his victory, 
he was always willing to go the extra mile,’ Butts stated.

The discipline was strong at Everest, the executives at the time were so 
much behind cricket and it made a big difference to young players. 

Butts said those are the things that made Everest a creditable club.

IMPROVEMENTS AT THE CLUB 
According to Butts, the Everest club has improved leaps and bounds, 
where the dressing room is concerned, the bar, the stands and the field.

“All of those things are there to be seen and the only thing that 
probably deteriorated is the tennis court, the facilities have improved.” 
Butts noted.

BEST MEMORY
Turning his attention to some of the good times, Butts said one of his 
best memories of the club was the night the team went through to the 
first finals.

“We reach our only final, when I was at Everest. There was such a 
celebration, a celebration second to none, it was a game against the 
Police Club, and everybody at the club was so happy, it was a team of 
myself and youngsters and to actual beat the police team was a great 
victory, because the police team was one of the best Case Cup teams in 
the country, it definitely was something to celebrate.”

HIS CONTRIBUTION TO EVEREST 
“My contribution was more with the bat than anything else, I probably 
bowled well but I always remember hitting Calvin Brunette out of the 
softball ground and Calvin got dropped from Police team after that 
game,” Butts boasted.

As a player, he said one does not remember how much wickets they 
would have taken so vividly as they would the amount of runs they 
made. He said that cricket at the Everest club was competitive and 
good. He noted that the team did not have any professional coaches but 
senior and seasoned players were the ones who guided and molded the 
new players.

 Butts was a  useful late order batsman who played seven Test matches 
for the West Indies between 1985-1988 at a time when several 

quality fast bowlers were winning matches for the regional team with 
consummate ease. He made his Shell Shield debut against Trinidad & 
Tobago at Bourda, taking 3 wickets for 60 runs off 31 overs. It was the 
beginning of a long and illustrious career for Guyana, in which he played 
61 first class games spanning 14 seasons. In all he played 87 first class 
games and took 348 wickets at 24.19 apiece.

During his career Guyana won the regional first class competition three 
times.

An accurate off-spinner, Butts played for Guyana with distinction until 
1994, when he broke the Trinidadian Rangie Nanan’s record for the 
most wickets in regional first class competition. 

His consistency at the regional level afforded him a Test debut in 
1985 against the touring New Zealanders at Bourda but although his 
countrymen were elated at his elevation, there were some mixed 
emotions since he had taken the place of another Guyanese off-spinning 
all-rounder Roger Harper.

His last three Test matches were played in the Indian sub-continent in 
1987-88 but success there was limited. Against a team of exceptional 
quality players of spin he could only muster two wickets at 152.50 each.

He became a regional selector and chairman of the West Indies Cricket 
Board selection panel in July 2008.
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According to Everest Club life member Khalil Ali, the Everest club 
was a very exuberant club, not just in terms of Cricket and other 
indoor games, but family fun days and events that the club 

hosted.

“Sometimes we use to have Barbeques, all the members would bring 
out their families and we would close the gates to avoid a crowd …. 
During Easter the members would bring their children and wives and 
have small picnics, fly their kites and have a jovial time,” he recalled.

Ali said the East Indian Cricket Club (EICC) and all the other sports clubs 
in Guyana were made to change their names by the then government, 
being led by Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham.

The government had cited avoiding racisms as the main reason for the 
name change, “They said that the names shouldn’t sound racists and 
every club was made to change their names,” he added.

Recollecting the members’ reaction after this announcement was made, 
Ali said several meetings were held and to come up with a suitable 

name change but one particular member proved difficult to convince.

“We had several meetings, one guy didn’t want to change this name, 
then he came up with an idea,” he said.

He continued, “He decided that the only time he would have been 
satisfied was, if they agreed to name the club after the highest 
mountain in India.”

This name was agreed upon by every other member and accepted by 
the Government as well.

Ali said that the (ECC) club produced some of the best cricketers 
including the Barry brothers and the Pertabs’ brothers.

He believes that the ECC has seen a decline in its standards and has 
urged the young players to step up their game so that they can make 
the national side and ensure the name of Everest Cricket Club continues 
to shine. 

 Khalil Ali
 Remembers the Everest Cricket Club 

By  Whitney Persaud
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The Everest Cricket Club (ECC) has been a successful starting 
ground for many of the local cricketers who were able to take 
their skills to a next level on both the local and international 

frontiers.

In addition, many of these young players were given a second home and 
learned to develop a strong commitment, love and dedication for the 
sport of cricket.

According to Derrick Kallicharran, Everest is the Club that he will 
always call his own while stating that he was once a member of the 
Georgetown Cricket Club (GCC), however his Everest experience is one 
that has transformed his cricketing career.

“The first time I played for Everest was in 1979 and had been playing 
with them until I left to go to New York,” Kallicharran said.
He continued, “Everest is the club that I wouldn’t forget, it was fun to 
play with everyone. From my early days at the club the members have 
treated me well and have always welcomed me. I have always given my 
best to the Everest. I would call Everest my home team”.
At the time, Zulficar Hassan was club captain and players like 
Kallicharran himself and Clyde Butts shared the lime light. They were 
often referred to the “Spin Twins.”

“Both Juman Yassin and David Persaud were good to me and the team.  
Anthony Xavier was one of my biggest supporters,” he fondly recalled. 
The cricketing star who now resides in New York City, said that he 
enjoyed every minute of the time spent at the ECC.
The year 1983 one of his best years on the fields,  he recalled. 
Kallicharran said that his memories of the club are too many to recount 
but noted that the club family has supported him throughout his time 
there.

He recalled that the club won the Bristol cup game against the Guyana 
Defense Force (GDF) at one time. “I remember this particular game…..  
The Bristol cup was played against the GDF at the GDF ground and we 
beat them … I scored more than 80 runs  and got about four wickets”.
According to Kallicharran, these memories are still fresh in his mind. He 
stated that both himself and Clyde Butts were among the senior team 
members who maintained discipline and a winning attitude.

“We had a no-nonsense attitude at the club, we knew what we wanted 
and how we should go about doing it,” Kallicharran said.

CRICKET IN PRESENT YEARS 
Kallicharran says that a lot has changed in the cricketing community and 
he urged the Everest Club players to keep their focus and be committed.
“I have been back year after year and saw some cricket where there was 
no discipline … I saw players wearing sun shades… in our days we did 
not even have any sunscreen,” he said.

Kallicharran shared his concerns over the inadequacy of discipline 
among the cricketers today. 

He said, players are required to pay more attention to practice and 
different aspects of the game in order to be successful.

He recalled that, if a player had no discipline, he would have been 
dropped from the team.  “We practiced three days a week and a player 
would have to be present at least two days of the three before being 
selected to play on the weekend games.

The former player said, one of the best things a team could do, is spend 
a lot of their time doing fielding practice.

 “They were players who needed to improve their skills and we made a 
commitment and saw to it that they came out on top,” he added.

Everest and the Kallicharran Era
By  Whitney Persaud
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History Part Three 
1990-1999
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Chronology of Everest 
Cricket Club 1990-1999

Year Highlights

1990 President Mr. David Persaud, Secretary Mr. Rayman Williams
 In the early 90s, Andy Gouveia was able to interest the   
 management of Everest to accommodate the change of name
 of the hockey team from the ‘Animals’ to ‘Everest Hikers’.
                  As moved by The Late Wilfred (Sonny) Edun and seconded by 
 Committee of Management at Statutory meeting of the   
 Everest Cricket Club on 8th April 1990- be it resolved that   
 club member Hassan Mohammed be awarded the status of  
 Honorary Life Member in honour of his achievement of the  
 Medal of Service, A National Award.
 Seereram Brothers provided materials and labour for the   
 resurfacing and expansion of the lawn tennis court

1991 One had to pay to become a life member it was a form of   
 fund raising though it became very problematic.

1991 President Mr. Hanoman Singh. Snr VP Mr. Anthony Xavier,   

 Secretary Mr. Rayman Williams.
 Lumber donated by Mazaharally for construction of the new  
 lower level and front of the pavilion.
 Everest Club entertained 100 Orphans from the ST. John Bosco  
 Orphanage. The expenses were paid by Everest Club.
 Reeza Mazaharally granted Life Membership 

1992 President Mr. Anthony Xavier, Snr VP Mr M.V.Yamin, Secretary  
 Mr. Rayman Williams.
 Renovation of pavilion and ground completed. Congrats   
 offered by many.
  Squash court also completed and ready for use.
 Carlton Wheelers Cycle Club holds a successful cycle meet on  
 10th Sept 1992.
 Management of Everest allows Guyana Hockey Team to use  
 facilities and prepare for their international game against   
 Cuba.
 Rohan Kanhai appointed cricket manager of the West Indies  
 cricket team to tour Australia from November. 
 The Guyana Hockey board expresses thanks to the   
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 Management of Everest for having allowed them for   
 use of the facilities for the preparation by the Guyana Hockey  
 Team 
1993 President Mr. Anthony Xavier ,Snr VP Mr. Oscar Phillips, Sec  
 Mr. Rayman Williams.
 Club hosted our Twin Club ‘The Pegasus Sports and Cultural  
 Club’ of Toronto in March .
 Pavilion extended southwards;
 First spectator stand constructed;
 A squash court and gym added.

1994 President Mr. Anthony Xavier ,Snr VP Mr. Oscar Phillips,   
 Sec Mr. Rayman Williams. Theft on 19th Jan 1994 resulted in a  
 loss of $40,000.00   to the Club.
 Charles Sukhwa is appointed Senior Cricket Captain.

1995 President Mr. Oscar Phillips 
 The IMC tenders for the proposed construction of a new   
 fence. They agreed to put up all necessary funds and capital  
 necessary.
 Permission granted on July 18th 1995 for construction of two  
 new concrete sightscreens replacing the old wooden ones.
 Banks DIH Ltd presents a cheque for the sum of 1.1 million   
 dollars for the maintenance of the roof of the club   
 pavilion...........11 Dec 1995.

1996 President Mr. Oscar Phillips, Sec Mr. Ronald Williams,
 Pavilion extended northwards and billiards room & two   
 dressing rooms added;
 Pat Legall – was appointed coach and served until 2004 
 John Pyneandy became the first Club Captain.
 Sunrise Cricket Club from New York visits Everest 

1997 Everest was engaged in matches with the two visiting teams.  

 Pioneer Cavaliers Cricket Team of Barbados and Viking Cricket  
 Team of Toronto.

1998 IPA hosts The Cheddi Jagan Memorial Softball Cricket   
 Competition on 98/05/03.
  
1999 Mr. Rocky Mann continued as the Club’s Billiards Convenor.
 There were no major construction works in 1999. The   
 President Mr. Anthony Xavier and is Committee ensured that  
 the main pavilion and the ground and its environs were   
 well maintained.
 Mr. Charles Ramson, Mr. Maurice Suhkoo and Mr. Basil Singh  
 were accepted as Life Members.
 At December 31st, Everest had $688,000 financial members 
 Everest Cricket Club won the Demerara Zone NBIC 40 overs  
 under 19 cricket competition 
 The Guyana Oil Company donated 40 hockey jerseys to the  
 Everest Hikers
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Everest Cricket Club
Nurturing Youths’ love for Cricket 

By Leana Bradshaw

The Everest Cricket Club has played a multifaceted role in molding 
the lives of individuals who had the wonderful opportunity to 
pass through and influenced by this club. 

While this feature of the club can be backed up by many, it was 
specifically brought to the fore by former president Anthony Xavier, 
during a conversation with the publisher of this publication.  
He pointed out that there was much more value emanating from the 
club than just cricketing skills.

Generally, a number of youths passed through the club taking part in 
various sport disciplines and other activities, therefore establishing 
names for themselves. ``Some of them became prominent members 
in society, so we used to say Everest was a springboard for youths…
because here is where we used to come to talk and discuss matters so it 
was a think-tank”. 

``As a matter of fact, the first meeting for the first ever Interim 
Management Committee (IMC) for the city of Georgetown was held 
upstairs of the club”, He added.

The IMC was implemented to address the garbage situation in the 
capital city. Most members on the committee resigned after six months 
and took up prominent positions in society. 

Xavier himself became a city councillor, then a minister of government, 
while Charles Bonny Ramson, who was also a member of the club, 
became Minister of Legal Affairs and Attorney General.

One memory that stands out in Xavier’s mind is a letter penned to the 
club from Justice Nandram Kissoon. Kissoon commended the executive 
for their feverish work, noting his pleasure to see the amount of 
activities they were involved in, as well as the youths who participated.
``They were playing cricket, hockey, softball, some were jogging around, 
playing squash (and) lawn tennis``, Xavier pointed out.

Xavier, who was the first non-Indian president of Everest- once known 
as the East Indian Cricket Club, said during his tenure, himself and 
members wanted to create change that would go down in history books. 
As such, he said they had set out to change the whole notion of the club 
being regarded as a club for only persons of East Indian descent. 
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He referred to the fact that David Persaud, Juman Yasin and Rasheed 
Mohammed were among those of Indian descent who served as 
presidents for a prolonged period in rotation.

Dennis Hanoman also vied for president and eventually won six 
months after. He recalled that it was during Hanoman`s early tenure 
that Guyana`s late president Dr. Cheddi Jagan visited one of the club`s 
annual general meetings. ``When he walked in everybody was in awe``, 
Xavier said.

He made a speech encouraging unity among club members. Dr. Jagan 
was the only patron the club has ever had.

Xavier continued that Hanoman`s presidency was short lived. ``Dennis` 
presidency only lasted six months then I took over as president because 
I was senior. So I finished off his term then we went into elections and I 
went for two terms after``, Xavier reminisced. 

He further explained that it was overseas commitments that interfered 
with Hanoman`s responsibility at the club.

However, as the first non-Indian, he said, “We wanted to change that 
(the routine of Indians only), and we did!”, he proudly exclaimed.

“We went to the AGM and we changed the rules, we got more 
modernised, we extended, we got a squash court, we got one of the 
best hockey team- the Everest Hikers”, the former president added.

Xavier said the club was very proactive in gaining new membership.
 Meanwhile, Xavier said a challenge his executive inherited when he 
took over as president was indebtedness. ``Despite it being a debt that 
was a former president`s company we went to him and we said give us 
some time to pay and he was very adamant about it so we had to get 
the money from somewhere. In those days there were some friends at 
the club, Neville Sarjoo, John LaRose, they gave us $50,000 each and we 
were able to pay off the what the club owed and we were able to finish 
off the squash court and a whole set of other things``. 

Xavier’s resilience and dedication has definitely been reflected in the 
vibrancy of the club….. even until now.

Tony and his committe 1994



Driving Forces Behind the 
Growth and Expansion of 

Everest Cricket Club in the 90s

Oscar Phillips (Past President), Ronald Williams and John 
Pyneandy were three of the most instrumental men during the 
90’s at the Everest Cricket Club (ECC).

The trio made significant contributions to the expansion of the club 
in that era and worked effortlessly to bring the Everest up par so as to 
accommodate international cricketing teams.

According to the three, during 1991, the club was looking for finances 
to expand and even while works would have been completed in the 
process there were inconsistencies that had to be rectified.

“They started the squash court and lawn tennis court but because of 
inconsistencies they were made to rebuild,” the three said.
With things a little bit challenging, in 1991 a decision was taken to 

sell life membership with the intention of generating much needed 
finances.

“There is where the whole transition came about a lot of the members 
took issue with it, it erupted a massive AGM in 1991 and I could 
remember it was one of the largest, and the late and Former President 
of Guyana, Dr. Cheddie Jagan was present… there was a heavy debate 
and the executive decided that if they were going down that road 
they would be a strategy put in place to satisfy all members,”  Phillips 
recalled.

According to Phillips, Toolsie Persaud Limited gave the ECC building 
materials which were much needed at the time for the expansion 
works. Other members joined together to acquire finances for the 
works as well.

By Whitney Persaud
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Phillips recalled Pyneandy’s matchless efforts and vigor to go after the 
expansion initiative aggressively.

“Pyneandy hosted various fun raising events and we had a special fund 
for the monies collected… at the time the presidency was interchanging 
between Tony Xavier and me,” he said.

However, despite the fund raisers, inflation was a major setback for the 
ECC. With every step closer, prices became higher and things became 
depressing for the ECC expansion project.

“Because of inflation, every time we were about to make a start we 
never had enough money. Pyneandy suggested we go ahead and start 
with the renovations and he persisted and we began somewhere 
around 1995 and 1996 … We began soliciting sponsorships and received 
sponsorship from Guyoil and International Pharmaceutical Agency (IPA)” 
Phillips explained.

He continued, “Pyneandy got the cement, the lumber was there, and 
with the funds, the club’s renovations started to take shape.”
According to Pyneandy, his intention apart from having a passion for the 
game and enjoying every minute at the club was to ensure that the club 
was ready for any international visitors and teams.
“We had to get the club finished in time to receive an English visiting 
team that was coming and when the renovations and expansions were 
completed, the club was now ready to finally host colony matches.” 
Pyneady posited. 

Ronald Williams, the former president and his brother, Rayman Williams 
who was the club secretary were the ones who assisted greatly to 
initiate the colony games.

According to Williams, the first teams that came to Guyana to play 
colony games were England, South Africa and India.  
This was an amazing step for the club and it was the first time such 
cricket was played at Everest.

Hon. President Bharat Jagdeo had bowled off the first ball at one of 
these games. 

After this new transition at the ECC, a great deal of sponsors came on 
board with the club eventually.

“First time in history any club had a stand, the big score board 
and commentator box … the commentator box was so good that 
commentators came and said it was better than the one at Bourda,” 
Williams stated.

According to the three, most people would often say that the Everest 
was the only ground in the world where one could look at the cricket 
and the Atlantic Ocean simultaneously. 

During that Era too the club saw the inclusion of Hockey to its outdoor 
games. This was after the Georgetown Cricket Club’s (GCC) hockey team 
became too large to accommodate anymore players.

President of Everest, Tony Xavier invited the hocket players to form a 
team at Evrest Cricket Club and the gave birth to the Everest Hikers. 

John Pyneandy





History Part Four 
2000-2014
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Year Highlights

2000 President Mr. Ronald Williams Snr VP Mr. Oscar Phillips,   
 Secretary Mr. Tristan Gomes.
  
2001 President Mr. Ronald Williams, Snr VP Mr. Oscar Phillips, Sec  
 Mr. Charles Sukhwa.
 The Club was the venue for the South Africa vs West Indies  
 Busta Eleven three day match.
 Major improvements were carried out to facilitate this match.  
 The entire outer and some internal areas of the main pavilion  
 and the large spectator stand were repaired.     
 The dressing rooms were also refurbished and repaired.
 Everest Hockey Team hosted “Into the Night” dance
  
2002 Everest won the Georgetown Zone Under-15 Cricket   
 Tournament. Raymond Singh of the Everest captained the   
 Georgetown Under-15 Team.
 Hemraj Garbarran ,Ryan Ramdass and Adrian Persaud, Bachan  

Chronology of Everest 
Cricket Club 2000-2014

 Balram and Sauid Drepaul were all called to represent Guyana  
 in the Under 19 Team.
 Everest Hikers Hockey Team won the NBIC One Day   
 Tournament.
 Krishna Arjune represented the West Indies B team in the   
 Busta Tournament.
  
2003 President Mr. Oscar Phillips;
 December – After some twelve years Everest won a  
 first division cricket competition when they defeated GCC   
 in the Georgetown Cricket Association 40 overs competition 
 Everest was the venue for International first class match –   
 Australia vs West Indies president 11

2004 Everest successfully defends America’s cup 

2005 President Mr. Oscar Phillips
 Sunrise Cricket Club of New York donates GY$100,000 to   
 Everest Club 
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 Everest Hikers are Kings of night hockey

2006 President Mr. Devin Munroe
 Everest hikers take Barbados indoor hockey classic title 
  
2007 World cup cricket practice venue.
 Complete termite treatment, new fence erected to the south  
 of the Ground.
  
2010 Mark Singh - President, Club captain - Malcolm Sonaram 

2011 Death of David Persaud who joined the club in the 1960s;   
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 captained teams in the first and second division competitions.  
 All during the period between 1969 - 1973

2012 Everest bestowed ‘Honorary Membership for Life’ on   
 Shivnarine Chanderpaul
 Rajesh Singh (President)
 Both Shivnarine Chanderpaul and his son Tagenarine Brandon  
 Chanderpaul became members of Everest 
 
2013 AGM, entire executive was returned: Rajesh Singh (President)

2014 President Stephen Lewis; Everest reaches a 100 years

Shiv and SonTagenarine  Chanderpaul Chanderpaul Hemraj



Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
A Star Continues to Shine 

By  Vickram Singh & Whitney Persaud
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Former West Indies Captain and left handed batsman, Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul says that there is nothing better than playing cricket 
at home (Guyana).

Chanderpaul has toured the world, leaving his mark in many countries; 
creating a name for himself in the cricketing community, but the ‘Tiger’ 
as he is well known maintained that one could not be happier, when 
playing a match with his fellow Guyanese players at the Everest Cricket 
Club. (ECC)

Shivnarine Chanderpaul was born in Unity Village, Guyana on 16 August 
1974. His father, Khemraj Chanderpaul, helped to nurture his cricketing 
ability as a youngster. By the age of eight, Chanderpaul was playing for 
his village’s cricket team, and was frequently batting for hours, being 
bowled at by various members of his family. His father initially took him 
to the Everest club in Georgetown.

Nothing beats playing cricket at home

Even though this cricket superstar has been touring the world and 
leaving some of the largest crowds in awe at his batting styles, 
Chanderpaul prefers the atmosphere best when playing and practicing 
for his games at the Club.

In an exclusive interview he said ‘nothing beats playing cricket here at 
Everest’ one of the next best things in his life at home.

But why shouldn’t one feel this way? The sentiments expressed are 
refreshing by popular players like the ‘Silent accumulator’ himself.
In one’s home country, there are many welcoming faces and cheers at 
anytime of the day even for practice games at the ECC.

Apart from club members who are very supportive and would make the 
best effort to be present for every match or practice session; Seawall 
Joggers and other cricket lovers would often drop in to sneak a peek at 
the players in action.
Noteworthy is the fact that the Everest Club has never once forgotten 
those who have worked hard to give the ECC a proud name in the 
cricketing community.

In October of 2012, Chanderpaul who is one of the bedrocks of batting 
in cricket was honoured by the ECC with ‘Honourary Membership for 
Life’ despite the fact that he had only joined the club later in his career.
The honour was the first of such for Chanderpaul and it was conferred 
upon him by President of the ECC, Rajesh Singh during a simple 
ceremony at the pavilion of the club.

He was the first person to be given ‘Honourary Membership for Life’ by 
the club.

The ECC was pleased to honour Chanderpaul in such a way, as he has 
made a sterling contribution to the game of cricket at the club, county, 
country, regional and international levels.

The Wisden Cricketer-of-the-Year 2008 was delighted by this honor and 
promised that he will continue to do what he knows best, passing on his 
knowledge to the younger members of the Club.

At the rate at which the young players are performing and handling 
their cricketing skills Everest Cricket Club has a promising future.
Some of the best playersLike Chanderpaul, ECC has been associated 
with Ajoda Persaud, Edwin Mohammed, Leonard Baichan, Derek 
Kallicharran and Rohan Kanhai, some of the big names in cricketing 
history.

With Chanderpaul on its side and several other seasoned players 
working along with the young members of the club, the Everest club 
continues to rise above, producing some of the best.

Chanderpaul is still very much involved even though he has been on the 
fields for quite a number of years now, and while he has the opportunity 
to snatch many more awards and records, he prefers to pass on his 
knowledge to the upcoming cricket generation, something he simply 
loves.

It is definitely a good thing to have players coming out from the local 
clubs like the ECC and moving forward to the regional and international 
level games.
Performance and upkeep

The ECC has been striving to upkeep its successful performance 
and remain top of the chart in this regard and young dreamers are 
encouraged to join the club.
While the team has been working to remain the ‘A’ team, there are of 
course challenges that the club has been facing. Improvements to the 
facilities are important to the club’s performance.

Chanderpaul says ‘some of the things we need to do, is put in facilities 
to help the young players to improve, we need nets, we have coaches 
ready and other guys would come in and help with coaching…, I’m 
guessing everything is going to be in place soon and these are some the 
things that would help the club to be better’. 

Chanderpaul is the first Indo-Caribbean player to play 100 Tests cricket 
for the West Indies, and captained them in 14 Tests and 16 One Day 
Internationals.

This superstar is known for his unorthodox batting stance, which has 
been described as crab-like. Records to date, shows that he has scored 
almost 20,000 runs in international cricket, and in 2008 he was named 
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as one of the five Cricketers of the Year by the Wisden Cricketers’ 
Almanac.

In Addition, the cricketer who is also known as the silent accumulator, 
was named player of the year by the International Cricket Council (ICC).
He made his international debut at the age of 19 and despite the 
fact that Chanderpaul was plagued by injuries during his early years 
in Cricket ,and after removing ‘a piece of floating bone removed 
from his foot in 2000 became one of the most consistent batsmen in 
international cricket.

Chanderpaul made his country proud when he made his first-class 
cricket debut for Guyana at the age of 17, facing Leeward Islands in 
the1991–92 Red Stripe Cup.

The young and persistent cricketer achieved his maiden first-class 
century in April 1993, playing for the West Indies Board President’s XI 
against the touring Pakistanis. After taking four wickets in the Pakistanis’ 
innings, Chanderpaul was one of three West Indians to score a century, 
scoring 140 runs, and remaining not out.

In 1993, Chanderpaul travelled with the West Indies Under-19 cricket 
team to England. He was the team’s most successful batsman during the 
Test series, scoring 372 runs at a batting average of 124.00; including a 
score of 203 not out in the first Test, at Trent Bridge in Nottingham.

In the 1993–94 Red Stripe Cup, Chanderpaul was near the top of the 
batting averages and according to the Wisden Cricketers’ Almanac, he 
was a “contentious selection” for the subsequent Test series against 
England, in which he was picked as an all-rounder who could bowl leg 
breaks as well as bat.

Chanderpaul played four Tests during his debut series, and was third 
amongst West Indian batsmen in terms of both runs scored and batting 
average, getting 288 runs at 57.60.

Over the years, he achieved the highest first-class score of his career, 
in a 1995–96 Red Stripe Cup match against Jamaica. In the first-innings 
of the match, which was eventually drawn, he scored 303 not out from 
478 deliveries.

In his first 18 Test matches, Chanderpaul scored 1,232 runs at an 
average of 49.28, but despite scoring thirteen half-centuries, his highest 
score was 82; a Test century eluded him. He reached the milestone 
in his nineteenth Test, scoring 137 against India. Just over a month 
later, he repeated the feat in One Day International cricket, striking his 
maiden century in the format, scoring 109 runs, also against India.
Chanderpaul scored a further century in each of 1998, in a Test match 
against England, and 1999, in an ODI against South Africa.

A little further down the line of his career, less than a year after taking 
on the captaincy, Chanderpaul resigned the position, citing a desire to 
concentrate on his batting.

In early 2007, Chanderpaul recorded his second highest score in ODI 
cricket, hitting 149 not out in a losing cause against India. Later that 
year, he was the top-scorer for the West Indies during their series 
against England, aggregating 446 runs in three Tests at an average of 
almost 150.

In December 2013, Chanderpaul scored his 29th test century against 
New Zealand in the 3rd test match at Hamilton to equal Sir Donald 
Bradman’s haul. In the process, Chanderpaul also became the sixth 
highest test run-scorer, overtaking Allan Border’s 11,174 runs. 
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The Everest Cricket Club records a milestone this year as it 
celebrates its 100th anniversary. 

The Club has a rich history hosting many famous cricket games and 
historical events. It has produced several famous cricketers who 
represented Guyana and the West Indies at various levels some of 
whom are Dr. Ali Shaw, David Persaud, Ranji Singh, Edwin Mohamed, 
Lall Munilall, Zaheer Mohamed, Amir Khan, Rohan Sarjoo, Eon Katchay, 
Krishna Arjune, Zaheer and Shameer Sadloo, Sunny Edun, Sen Gopaul, 
Ajodha Persaud, Waqar Hassan, Ryan Ramdass and Rajendra Chandrika. 
The club also managed to secure the services of Rohan Kanhai, Joe 
Solomon, Clyde Butts and Shivnarine Chanderpaul to good effect.

Everest Cricket Club has become a major venue for softball cricket 
having become very popular in Guyana, hosting matches on Friday 
nights involving teams from as far as Parika. Everest Masters, Farm 
XI, Speed XI, Stock Feeds, Parika Defenders and Savage Masters 
are some of the dominant sides. Noel ‘Rupie’ Sewjattan’s 145 and 
Shaheed Mohamed’s 108 not out are two performances which will be 
remembered by softball fans for some time. Those two innings were 
instrumental for the Everest Masters being on top. 

Everest Masters is currently being led by Rajesh Singh. Richard Latiff, 

Rawl Reid and Toolsie Sahadeo have also performed excellently in 2013. 
Some of the major sponsors for these events are Factory Price, Trophy 
Stall and Tiger Sports. 

Republic Cup

The Club hosted the final of the Georgetown Softball Cricket League 
inaugural Republic Cup twenty-overs tournament. The open segment 
was won by Wolf’s Warriors of West Coast of Demerara while Regal XI 
took the masters title. 

Wolf’s Warriors defeated Trophy Stall by eight runs to win the open final 
played on Sunday February 16.

Wolf’s Warriors posted 154-7 off their allotted 20 overs after they 
were inserted by Trophy Stall in front of a fair size crowd.  Trophy Stall 
threatened to overhaul the runs on the board but they were bowled out 
for 146 in 19.4 overs in reply. 

Wolf’s Warriors found themselves in early trouble after they were 
reduced to 68-5, but Safraz Karim and Vishnu Tannichandra stabilised 
their innings with level headed batting; the pair added 48 for the sixth 
wicket before Tannichandra was dismissed for 21. Karim and Ameer 

Everest Cricket Club 
Promotes Softball Cricket

By  Zaheer Mohamed
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Regal XI- Members of the victorious Regal team display their trophy after winning the Masters final.



Nizamuddeen then put together a further 37 runs for the seventh 
wicket as Wolf’s Warriors managed 154-7 in 20 overs. Karim was run 
out off the last ball of the innings for 38 while Nizamuddeen was not 
out on 13. Martin Dutchin was the pick of the bowlers with 2-29. Trophy 
Stall, despite losing wickets at regular intervals was always on par with 
the required run rate, but it was Wolf’s Warriors who prevailed. Safraz 
Karim top scored with 20 while Kumar Bissoondial supported with 
14; Davanand Persaud grabbed 3-26, Nizamuddeen 3-29 and Dianand 
Singh 2-22. Karim was given the man of the match award. Amrit Rai of 
Wolf’s Warriors pocketed one three piece living room suite for being the 
player of the series as well as the best batsman prize while Richard Latiff 
collected the best bowler trophy. 

Wolf’s Warriors received a trophy and $600,000 and each player 
received a medal while Trophy Stall took home $200,000 and a trophy. 
The masters’ category was won by Regal. Rafiek Ali of Frontline took the 
best batsman award while Mahendra Arjune of Regal grabbed the best 
bowler prize and Ramesh Narine of Floodlight received a three piece 
living room suite for the most valuable player. 

Masters Segment
Skipper Mahendra Arjune stroked a fine unbeaten half century as Regal 
defeated Floodlight XI to win the masters final. 
Arjune smashed six fours and three sixes in a top score of 78 as Regal 
posted 163-5 in 20 overs, batting first in front of a fair size crowd. 
Floodlight was restricted to 141-7 in 20 overs, in reply. 
Regal found themselves in trouble at 34-4, but Arjune and Eric Thomas 
resurrected the innings with a fifth wicket stand of 78 with sensible 
batting before Thomas was dismissed for 33. Mahase Chunilall joined 
his skipper and added an unbroken 85 for the sixth wicket to see their 
team to a defendable total. Diaram Persaud took 2-8. Floodlight in 
reply, lost a few early wickets, but Wayne Jones and Randy Khellawan 
steadied the chase somewhat with a fifth wicket stand of 58. Jones was 
then bowled by former West Indies test off-spinner Clyde Butts for 40. 
Khellawan soon followed for an even half century with six fours and 
one six. Patrick Khan (13) and Ramesh Narine (12) were their next best 
scorers. David Harper and Sahadeo Hardeo were the other wicket takers 
for the winners. Regal received a trophy and $500,000 while each player 
was given a medal while Floodlight collected a trophy and $200,000. 
Arjune received the man of the match award. 

Regal won triple titles

A carnival like atmosphere graced the Everest Cricket Club when it 
hosted the finals another GSCL Inc tournament which was played in 
2013. 
Regal XI won the male open, over 35 and the female categories. They 
played like true champions and reminded many of the famous horse 
‘Affirm’ who won triple titles in the 70s namely the Belmont Stakes, 
Kentucky Derby and Peakness.
Playing in front of a fair size crowd, Regal Champs defeated Aroriama 
Rusal Warriors by 8 wickets in a 12 over female affair. The Warriors 
batted first and scored 76 all out in 10 overs. Selena Alexander made 30 
while Tracy Hartman made 22 as Nalini Sumintra, Vanetta Chonoo and 
Monique Benn grabbed 2 wickets each. Regal then replied with 78-2 in 
7 overs with skipper Chonoo top scoring with 32 and Natasha Daniels 
made 16.

In the male over 35, Regal beat Park Rangers by 6 wickets. Park Rangers 
took first strike and posted 133-8 in their allotted 20 overs. Mark 
Fung 28, Eon Abel 24 and Ramjit Singh 15 were their main batsmen as 
Mahendra Arjune claimed 2-27. Regal then responded with 134-4 in 19 
overs. Eon Thomas led with 24 while Anil Hardyal supported well with 
21 and Mahendra Chunilall 20. Fung took 3-23 for the runner up team.
 Regal then overcame Wolf’s Warriors by 5 wickets in the open segment. 
Wolf Warriors took first strike and made 91-8 off their allotted 12 
overs. Ameer Nizamuddeen made 21 while Amrit Rai and Safraz Karim 
contributed 17 and 16 respectively. Safraz Esau captured 2-6 and Troy 
Kippins 2-17. Esau then returned to stroke 30 while Richard Latiff made 
26 as Regal won the game in 10.4 overs finishing on 92-5. Narine Bailey 
and Vishnu Tannechandra had 2 wickets apiece. 
Female winners Regal Champs received $100,000 and a trophy while 
Aroriama Rusal Warriors collected $50,000 and a trophy. Chonoo was 
given the player of the match prize. 

The over 35 winners (Regal) took home $100,000 and a trophy while 
Park Rangers grabbed the runner prize of $50,000 and a trophy.  
Mahendra Chunilall and Anil Hardyal shared the man of the match title. 
Regal then collected $200,000 and a trophy while Wolf Warriors were 
given $100,000 and a trophy. Safraz Esau was adjudged the man of the 
match. 
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The Best is Yet to Come 
By  Whitney Persaud

Ryan Ramdass, Amir Khan, Chanderpaul Hemraj and Tagenarine  
Brandon Chanderpaul are four young cricketers (members) of the 
Everest Cricket Club (ECC) who promise a bright and successful 

future for the club.

These four along with a sound team should take the name of the club 
to a next level, building on a legacy that was created by some of the 
legendary players like Rohan Khanai who were members of the then 
East Indian Cricket Club (EICC).

Ramdass, Khan and Chanderpaul started their cricketing career at an 
early age and despite the challenges that have confronted them, they 
have stuck to the game, pressing on and making a reality of 
their dreams.

Tagenarine is son of Guyana’s very own legend Shivnarine CHanderpaul 
and has been exposed to the excitement and challenges of the game 
at a very tender age. At merely seventeen, he has already shown an 
optimistic future in cricket, following in his father’s footsteps. 

Chanderpaul Hemraj

Chanderpual, who started out playing for the ECC at the age of 14, says 
that playing for the Everest Club is a joy and honour.

‘Playing for this club has given me the opportunity to grown from 
strength to strength in my career … it has taught me a lot,’ the youngster 
confirmed.

The young player believes that ECC is the best training ground for one to 
enhance one’s skills in the game. He said team work, dedication, good 
coaching and disciplined players are what a club should be rooted on.
Chanderpaul says cricket has always been his dream and passion and 
he urges young players to be a part of the Everest club and begin their 
lifetime dream.
Asked if any improvements are needed at his club, Chanderpaul said 

there is need for players from his club to put more work in and be more 
competitive.

Amir Khan
Amir Khan has being playing cricket with Everest since 2008, according 
to him there was nothing more that he could have wanted than to join 
the club and realize his dreams.

‘I always loved cricket and as a youngster coming up, friends and family 
encouraged me to join the Club… I’m doing so much better now,’ Amir 
Khan declared.

Khan said any cricketer whose name goes down in history is the product 
of a sound and vibrant club.

He said, he would like to see more youths joining the membership of 
the ECC and improve their cricketing skills.

Cricket is not just a game, he said, rather a person must be passionate 
about batting, bowling and fielding.  Khan maintained that being on the 
field is never a simple task unless; a player is ready to accept defeat and 
learn from their mistakes.

‘It was my dream to become a cricketer… I came a far way in cricket, 
taking it level by level and for any aspiring player to move up the line 
in cricket, they must understand that club level cricket is the most 
important thing,’ Ramdass said.
He said discipline is a ‘must’ on and off of the field. Players must be 
willing to respect their elders, team members and coaches.

Ryan Ramdass 

Ramdass echoed the calls of his colleague members, encouraging 
youngsters to come out and join the team and become part of a 
growing legacy.
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In 2004, Ryan made his first-class debut, representing West Indies ‘B’ 
against Kenya. He made his first-class debut for Guyana the same year, 
in the semi-final against Barbados, scoring a half-century. In January 
2005, he made a brilliant, career best 144, to help Guyana score a rare 
victory over Barbados at the Kensington Oval.

In mid 2005, Ryan toured Sri Lanka with the West Indies ‘A’ team and 
had several good scores. That year, a player dispute with the West Indies 
Cricket Board over personal sponsorships caused several regular Test 
players to boycott the tour to Sri Lanka. 

This led to young Ryan finding himself in the West Indies senior team 
touring Sri Lanka. A shoulder injury kept him out of the first Test, but he 
made his debut in the second. He also made his ODI debut later on this 
tour.

Ryan’s Test and ODI debuts were inauspicious, having to face the likes of 
Chaminda Vaas and Muralitaran. 

He played only a single Test and ODI. Though he represented Guyana 
again later in 2005, he quickly disappeared from both regional and local 
cricket after that, amidst rumors of fitness problems. 

He reappeared in late 2008 and played in the Guyana inter-county 
tournaments in 2008 and 2009.

In 2011 Ryan started playing in the Elite League in Toronto, Canada, 
representing Islanders Sports Club. He continued representing Islanders 
in 2012. He has also played club cricket in Trinidad.

Tagenarine Chanderpaul

The elder son of West Indies Test batsman Shivnarine Chanderpaul, 
Tagenarine represented GYO, Georgetown and Demerara county before 
making his debut for Guyana Under-15s in 2010. In 2012 Tagenarine 
represented Guyana at the Under-17 in the inaugural regional 
championship in Tobago and in the Under-19 regional championship in 
Barbados.

He won the Regional Under-15 Cricketer of the Year award at the 2011 
Guyana Cricket Board awards ceremony.

A natural right-hander, Tagenarine was advised to bat left-handed at an 
early age. He spent many hours practicing batting on the same concrete 
strip in his front yard, under the watchful eyes of his grandfather 
Khemraj, as his father did. He is also a dour batsman - very watchful, 
difficult to dislodge and capable of spending a lot of time at the wicket. 
One of his unique skills is his ability to bowl either right-handed or left-
handed.

He made his first class debut in March 2013 in Antigua, for Guyana 
against the Leewards, playing alongside his father Shivnarine. In 2013 
Tagenarine represented Stainsby Hall Cricket Club, in Derbyshire, 
England.

Tagenarine Brandon  Chanderpaul  brought back much out of the 
Under 19 world Cup 2014, which recently concluded in the United Arab 
Emirates, but the most important thing for the younger Chanderpaul, 
was the international exposure.

Seventeen- year old Chanderpaul was one of the shining stars of 
the West indies line up for the youth world cup, amassing 293 runs, 
inclusive of  a century  and two half centuries.

In the 5th place play-off, the younger Chanderpaul hit a 196-ball 112, in 
the West Indies losing effort against India.
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Following his return to the then British Guiana in 1914 from 
England, where he had the distinct privilege of meeting with 
Ranjitsinhji, the Maharaja Jam Sahib of Nawanagar, John Aloysius 

Veerasawmy, founded the East Indian Cricket Club (EICC), which later 
became Everest Cricket Club, with the support of prominent Indo-
Guyanese.”

These included Alladat Khan, a bookkeeper from Berbice, with the club 
first being located in Queenstown on December 13, 1915 on land leased 
to it by Veerasawmy, on which a pavilion was built.”

The occasion was dubbed ‘An evening with Professor Clem Seecharan’ 
and was held in the upper pavilion of the Club which is celebrating its 
100th Anniversary this year and which saw the Seecharan make the 
feature address, following brief remarks from Dr Anthony, Mangar and 
ECC president Rajesh Singh.

According to Professor Seecharan, the club’s very first executive (1915-
1916) was: Thomas Flood (president), RR Kerry (vice-president), JA 
Veerasawmy (secretary/treasurer), E Bacchus, RB Gajraj, Francis Kawall, 
JS Pariag, A. Rohomon, J. Rohomon, R. Rohoman, P. Sawh, J. Subryan 
(committee members) and J.A. Luckhoo (captain).

Governor Egerton and a large crowd attended the first match played at 
the EICC ground in Queenstown, on December 18, 1915.

He added, “Initially, the club participated in the second division 
competition that was known as the Garnett Cup, in 1915 and was one 
of the four teams that tied for first place in 1919, even though they won 
the Garnett Cup in 1925, 1926 and 1927 - the first club to do so on three 
successive occasions.

In 1927 the club’s application to be promoted to the first division Parker 
Cup was rejected, because the Queenstown ground was not big enough, 
hence they acquired a lease on a large piece of swampy land on Camp 
Road, a few hundred yards from the ocean.

The land was quickly transformed into a proper cricket ground, with 
a sizeable pavilion and the new EICC ground was opened on April 30, 
1928 by Governor Cecil Rodwell and the club was admitted to the first 
division in 1929, to compete for the Parker Cup.”

“Mohamed Insanally succeeded JA Luckhoo as EICC captain in 1919 and 
remained captain until 1927, when he was succeeded by A. Rohoman 
while Thomas Flood was succeeded by HB Gajraj as president and 

Professor Clem Seecharan 
thrills audience on history of 

Everest Cricket Club 
By  Calvin Roberts

(LR) Rajesh Singh presents a token 
of appreciation to Prof Clem 
Seecharan on his lecture on the 100th 
Anniversary of Everest Cricket Club
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on June 24 1929, Reverend CF Andrews, a personal friend of Gandhi, 
addressed EICC members on the subject of Indian unity.

He was satisfied with the state of affairs in British Guiana and counseled  
EICC members and other Indians to recognise the unifying role and to 
continue supporting the club, hence in 1929 the EICC executive included 
HB Gajraj (president), Francis Kawall (vice-president), Ramprashad 
(junior vice-president), David Iloo (secretary) and Ranjit Singh (captain 
from 1930 to 1941),” stated Seecharan.

He added, “The EICC provided many players for matches between the 
Indians of British Guiana and the Indians of Trinidad, which began in 
1914, with JA Veerasawmy playing first class cricket for British Guiana in 
1921 and 1922 while he was an EICC member, but the club did not play 
first division cricket at that time.

However in 1937, Chatterpaul ‘Doosha’ Persaud, an EICC member 
playing first division cricket for the club, made a sensational first class 
debut for British Guiana against Barbados, at Bourda scoring 174 in his 
very first first-class innings while adding 381 with Peter Bayley (268) as 
British Guiana won by an innings and 229 runs” said Seecharan, who 
wished the club well in their centenary observations.

Today, the ECC facility has been used for international and regional 
matches and was one of two practice venues in Guyana, when the 
country hosted matches in the International Cricket Council’s 2007 
World Cup.

They currently compete in Georgetown Cricket Association 
competitions, such as the Hadi’s Mall first division two-day competition, 
GCA/Carib Beer T20 and 2-innings competition and Noble House 
Seafoods two-day second division competition.

In addition to the above-mentioned, the club now boasts within its 
ranks of membership, Chanderpaul who last year became the first West 

Indian to play 150 Test matches, while he currently holds the record for 
most unbeaten centuries, along with the other records he boasts to his 
name.

Lewis later said the club has realised many achievements, but the most 
prized one is the acquisition of Chanderpaul to its ranks, one that he 
hopes will help improve the cricket program at the club, while at the 
same time catapult them to the pinnacle of the sport in Guyana.
In his opening remarks, Singh expressed a warm welcome to the small 
but appreciative audience who came to celebrate with the club, saying 
another page in its history would have been written at the end of the 
proceedings.

“Professor Seecharan is probably one of if not the first individual to 
have put into writing, the ECC History and having him back here is truly 
a special achievement now that we are 100 and still batting and while I 
would not go into much details, I do know that celebrating a milestone 
or an achievement is always something to look forward to and is excited 
about,” said Singh.

He added, “Every anniversary is important so I guess you can say that 
this 100th year is a golden one. To have achieved it is in itself something 
worthy of celebrating. To be able to look back, not only to mere 
existence over years, but to years filled with success and achievements 
however small, is most gratifying.

This road has not been an easy one, but despite the challenges, we 
somehow find a way to come back through on the bright side and I wish 
to say in conclusion, together we achieve, so let’s all work together for 
the betterment of the Everest Cricket Club.”

Dr Anthony called it a milestone year for the club, even as he challenged 
them to document the feats of the club, so that the many young players, 
who are present today and even those to come in the future will have 
the history of the club at their fingertips.

Prof Clem Seecharrarn poses with Hon. Dr. Frank Anthony and members of the audience
(LR) Dr. Frank Anthony, Vickram Singh, Ronald Williams, Maurice Suhkoo, Shivnarine Chanderpaul, Professor Clem Seecharran and Evan Persaud 
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Past Presidents
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Everest ‘s David Harper scored the first ever triple century in the local Bata Division One Cricket 
Division, scoring 313 not out against Demerara Cricket Club.

Harpers mammoth 313 stood out as he took advantage of the DCC bowling attack. Harper 
innings was studded with 27 fours and nine sixes.

David Harper 
Hits first ever Bata Triple Century
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Freedom House 
defeats Everest in Billiards

Captain of the Freedom House Team, Rocky Mann (left) collects the winners’ trophy from president of the Everest 
Cricket Club, Ronald Willimans

On February 21st , 2007 Freedom House Billiards made light work of a strong Everest Billiard Team and took 
home the Shree Chand Memorial four ball tournament. 

Everest’s Captain Jameel Hussein receives the Best Player award from Director of Sport, Neil Kumar 

91 / ECC



Busta Cup and ‘Pat’ Legall
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Everest embraces many other 
Sports and Events

From the very early days, members of the club have been playing 
several indoor games. Apart from cricket they also played a number 
of outdoor games such as hockey, volleyball and lawn tennis. The 

Everest Hikers have been one of the best hockey teams in Guyana.

Lawn Tennis became a very popular game amongst the young and old 
and attracted quite a number of players. Once the court was completed 
this sport attracted a growing number of players and quite often the 
members of the club became involved in competitions both within the 
club and other organizations winning several trophies.

Domino was also a major sport and today still attracts many. Monthly 
competitions are held at the club. Everest has won many trophies in this 
particular sport. In 1999 the Everest Dominoes team had a particularly 
good year. Credit must be given to several members especially, Mr. 
Muntaz Alli ,Mr. Manniram Shew , Mr. David Seelochan, Mr. Dianand 
Bissessar, and Mr. Asgar Alli. In August 1999, Mr Muntaz Alli was elected 
captain of the International Six Dominoes Team which toured Barbados 
and came away with 9 trophies. Today dominoes is still as vibrant with 
the likes of Mr. Loknauth Persaud, Mr. Mark Singh, Mr. Dino Bissessar 
and Mr. Maniram Shew and a host of others  always involved in a 
tournament  or relaxing with a good game of Dominoes.

Squash, billiards and table tennis continues to be played on a regular 
basis. There is a great interest in these sports and it is expected that the 
Everest club members will soon be involved and participate in several 
locally held tournaments and competitions.

Softball Cricket is now the new passion on the block. Men, women, 
boys and girls, young and old are constantly playing this sport all across 
Guyana. In fact this sport is played daily and almost every week there 
are major competitions. This game is played in the short version and 
also played at many venues at night. Sponsors are eager to get involved 
in this particular version of Cricket. Everest Cricket Club has an over 40 
team that is particularly active and successful and have several trophies 
to show their skills and competency. This is an exciting dimension to 
cricket and has everyone playing.

Duck Curry Competition

This remarkable event was born out of an idea developed by Mr. 
Loknauth Persaud (King). Over the years this event has become a 
national event and has gone abroad to several foreign territories. All 
year round many overseas and local teams compete for the grand title 
of ‘Duck Curry Champions’. Teams from Surinam and Trinidad help to 
spice things up.

Everest Cricket Club has often shown they can make a delicious curried 
duck and have many trophies to demonstrate their culinary skills.

The staff of the Everest Cricket Club has always been an important part 
of our club and has demonstrated on numerous occasions that they are 
only happy to be involved.

Be it early in the morning or late at nights or even on holidays they 
constantly offer us their best. Selena Khan and her team must be 
complimented. From the kitchen to the bar and special functions we 
know that they will always be ready to please.

Our gracious and hard working Kaycia Bower is a shining example of 
someone that will always go the extra mile to get things done and in a 
timely fashion.

To all of the staff of the Everest Cricket Club we say ‘Thank You’ for your 
awesome and continued support.

In the 1990’s there was a proliferation of youth players at the Everest 
Cricket Club. There was an urgent need for a coach as many of the 
young players needed assistance with their game. The Management 
of the Everest Club acknowledged this need and hired the late Patrick 
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Legal, the former National Player now turned coach. Legal was an 
outstanding coach and immediately began a series of clinics and paid 
very close attention to their fitness. This resulted in more disciplined 
and better performances by the youths. His legacy continues to live on 
as Everest maintains a full time coach that ensures that the many youths 
at Everest get the best coaching to constantly improve their game skill 
and performances.

Grounds men, they are often overlooked. They have a special and 
unique skill that allows them to ensure cricket is played under a variety 
of conditions. A fast wicket, a spinners’ wicket or just a pitch that will  
last for many days. Using water, grass and other materials he can often 
come up with a suitable pitch. He also ensures the outfield and the 
pitch is in excellent condition to compliment the overall conditions for a 
cricket game. We pay our respects to the very many fine individuals that 
have served us in this area of expertise.
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A Renowned Everest Icon
Rohan Kanhai



Rohan Kanhai (born 26 December 1935) is a former Guyanese 
cricketer who represented and played Case Cup Cricket for The 
Guyana East Indian Cricket Club in the late 1950’s and during the 

1960’s. He played test cricket for the West Indies in 79 Test matches. He 
is widely considered as one of the best batsmen of the 1960s. Kanhai 
was featured in several great Guyana and West Indian teams. Kanhai 
was part of the West Indian team that won the inaugural World Cup and 
has played alongside Sir Garfield Sobers, Roy Fredericks, Lance Gibbs, 
and Alvin Kallicharran among others.

Kanhai made his Test debut during the West Indies’ 1957 tour of 
England and kept wicket for his first three Tests. A right-handed 
batsman, Kanhai scored 6,227 runs in 79 Tests at a robust average of 
47.53, with his highest score of 256 coming against India in a Test at 
Calcutta. When Kanhai retired, his batting average was the fifth-highest 
of all West Indian cricketers with more than 20 Tests. He was famous for 
his unorthodox shots, most notably the “falling hook” shot, in which he 
finished his follow through lying on his back, famously during the West 
Indies’ 1963 tour England when his innings of 77 at The Oval won the 
match for West Indies. In the 1975 World Cup final, when he was grey-
haired and 40, his steady half-century set the platform for an explosive 
innings by Clive Lloyd.

Later in his career, he became West Indies captain succeeding Sir 
Gary Sobers giving the team more determination and resolve. After 
retirement West Indies called on Kanhai as their first national cricket 
coach.
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Everest Memories
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